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SPHERE OOS: 


TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God 


SETH 
Lord Bifhop of Sarum, 


My Lord, 


Expect that this Difcourfe 
which I bere offer to your Lord- 
foip fhould meet with Alttt 
MADevEETS as [oon os iF ‘peeps 
into the World + s Andif it be not en- 
conitred with rude,and Ruffian-like 
oppofitions, tt will fare better iban 
foure other Papers of mine whofe de- 
figns were as harmlefs, avd inoffen- 
fi ive. But wbiieber befals zbefe 
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The Fpiftle Dedicatory. 
fleets, my Affailants. fhall find, that 
I am none of thofe mean Spirits that 
will fo eafily be HeGar'd -intoa 
GNOU-PlUs : No, but fince my in- 
gaging in fuch 2Caufe, makes them 
angry 5 I hall ‘yet, provoke them 
more; for I langh at their vain boalt- 
ings, aud defpife their feeble malice. 
I invoke not your Lordfbips Patro- 
nage bythis Addtefs 5 If Tibezm the 
right, Truth will defend it felf ; If 
not, tis in wainto follictte Pattons. 
But, my Lord, I prefix your Name, 
that thofe may bluth; who fujpethe 


Practical Philofophy to be wa Ene 


my to Religion 3 Aad fince:cauftom 
halal . fl 
bath made this a Teftimony of Re- 
fpett, Edo it alfo to declare. shat.t 
aut, | 
Aly Lore, 
Your Lord fhips uaoft haweble 


Honourer and Scrvaje'y 


Jof. Glanvill. 
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THE 
GLORY of GOD 
IN His | 


WORKS: 


Jutvoouction, 


T isthe perverfe opinion of 
hafty, inconfiderate Men, 
that the fludy of Nature ts 
prejudicial to. the interefis 

of Religion; And thofe that are 
very zealous, and little wile,endea- 
vour to render the Naturali fuf- 
pected of holding fecret corre- 
fpondence with the Atheift: which 
. B things, 


s  BHbhe Sioyp of God 
things,if really they were fo, twere 
fit that the writings of Philofophers 
fhould be fent after the Books of 
curious Axts, that were voted to 
Deftruction by Apoftolick Autho- 
sity and Zeal 5 and then were they 
all laid together in a fired heap, 
and one Drop from my Finger 
would quench the Flames, would 
not let fall that Drop. But ’tisto 
be hoped there is no {uch guilt, or 
danger in the cafe; we may {up-. 
pofe rather, that thofe unkind 
furmilals concerning watural wif- 
dow, are the effects of [uperSTitions 
ignorance, yea, I doube they are 
fome of the reliquesof that Barba- 
rifm, that made Herefie of Greek 
and Hebrew,and Magick of all Ma- 
thematical endeavours. 

And now, were this grofs con- 
cit abont the Knowledge of Na- 
tHré. 
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ture, only the fear, and fancy of 
the meer vulgar, it wéreé to bé par- 
don’d eafily, and lightly to be 
confiderd; but the worft is, the 
infection of thé weak jealoufie 
hath fpread it fel among fome of 
thofe whofe Lips fhould preferve 
knowledge ; and there are, I doubt, 
divers of the InStruétors of the 
people, whofhould endeavour to 
deliver them from the vain images 
of fancy, that foment thofe fears 
in their ow imaginations, and 
theirs. For the fake of fuch, and 
thofe others, who are capable of 
Conviction, I fhall endeavour to 
juttifie fober Inquifitions into Gods 
Works ; and to fhew, that they are 
not only zanocent, but very wfeful 
in moft of the affairs wherein Relj- 
gionis concerned. This I fhall do 
under thefle four General Heads. 


B 2 (lL) 


. Che Glory of God 

(1.) Lat God is to be prailed 
for his ddinks. 

(i.) Hhat his Monks are 
fo be ftudied by thole that Would 
praite Him for chen. 

(IL) Lhat the tudy of sra- 
ture, And Gods Horks, iS berp 
{erbiccable to Religion. 

CIV.) hat the Minifters 
and yrofeffors of Religion 
ought not to difcourage, but 
promote the knowledge of sa- 
a8 And the Wows of t's Alu 

02. 


I thall fpeak of thefe in their 
order. : 


itt His Cos, 
CHAP. I. 


That God is to be praifed, and 
particularly for his Works. (L.) 
He direGts to his Works, for de- 
monftrations of bis Magnificence 
and Glory. (Il.) Holy men ga- 
ther inftances of acknowledgment 
from the Creatures, when they 
would praile their Creator. (IL) 
God {an@ified a day for the Ce- 


lebration of bis Works. That 
Gods Works are to be ftudied 
by thofe that would praife him 
for them. That the ftudy of 
nature, and Gods Works,Is ve- 
ry ferviceable to Religion. 


SECT. I. 


He FIRST contains two 
A things, viz. That God ts 
: B 3 3 


Fhe Glow ot God 

to be pratled; and particularly 
for iS Wiowks. The former 1s 
the conftant voice of Scripture,and 
Univerfal Nature 3) He zs worthy 
io be praifed, faiththe Kingly Pro- 

het, 2 Sam. xxii. 4. Greatly to be 
praifed,faith the fame Royal Saint, 
1 Chrow xvi.25. Weare to offer 
him the facrifice of praife, Heb. 
xiii. 15. And are encouraged to 
do fo, becaufe,, It 7s good to fing 
praifes 5 and praife is comely for the 
upright, Pfalm cxlvii. and Plalm 
*xxxili.’ To recite all the particu- 
lar recommends “and commands 
of this duty were: endlefs, I only 
mention the next to my thoughts, 
and adde, 

That Nature. faith the fame , 
That praife is the tribute that is 
dueto the Author of our beings ; 
And we can offer-him nothing /efs, 

| and 
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in his Works, 7 
and in a manner nothing e//e. All 
the world have been unanimous in 
this, andthe rudeft part of man- 
kind; have owned the duenefs of 
praife and devout acknowledg- 
ment. 

And (II). the otber branch is as 
clear, That God is tobe praifed par- 
ticularly for his Works; For in 
thefe we have very full difcoveries 
of his Perfe&tions, and his Mercies, 
the moft proper fubje&s for our 
praifes. But here I muft be more 
large, and therefore propofe the 
following things to be confider'd. 

(1.) When God himfelf would 
reprefent his own Maguificence 
and Glory, he dire&s us to his 
Works. Ue illuftrates his Great- 
ne{s to Fob, by inftancing the 
wonders of his Creatures : Among 
whom we are fent to the Earth, 
B4 and 
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and Ocean, to the Clouds,and rain, 
to the light, and heavenly influ- 
ence, to Bebemoth,and Leviathan, 
tothe Offrich, and the Eagle ; and 
the other furniture of Lazd, and 
Air, and Seas, inthe 4 Jaft Chap- 
ters of that Book ; in all thefe are 
the marks of his Glory, and his 


_ Greatnefs, and they are no lefs fo 


of his Wifdom, and his Goodue/s ; 
Forin wifdont be hath made theu 
all, Pfal.civ. and the Earth is full 
of his goodnefs, Pfal.cxix. 54. 


SECT. IL 


A ND again (IL) when de- 
vout and holy men would 
quicken their own fouls, and thofe 
of others, to praife him, they ufe 
the fame method, and fend abroad 
their thoughts among the Creatures 
co 


fis His Cdloks. 9 
fo gather inftances of acknow- 
ledgment. Thus Elihu in Fob 
magnifieth his Power by the light- 
ning, and Thunder, by the Suow, 
and Rain; by the whirlwinds of the 
North, and Cold of the South 5 and 
calls upon his afflicted friend to 
remember to magnifie bis Works 
that men behold; and again bids 
him ftand ftil], and confider the 
wondrous Works of God, Job xxxvi. 
and xxxvil..Chapters. And the 
Pfalmift upon the fame account 
urgeth his foul to blefs his Maker 
for his Majefty, and Honour dif- 


clofed in the natural wonders of 


‘ the heavens, and earth, the winds, 


and waters, ‘he forings, and grafs, 
the Trees, and Hills, Pf{alm civ. 
throughout, and he gives particu- 
lar thanks again, cxxxvi. Pfalin, 
for the difcoveries of the Divine 


wifdom, 
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wifdom, and mercy in the fame ine 
fiances of his providence and pow- 
er3 which he further celebrates 
by calling upon the nobleft of ina- 
nimates to praife him.P/al.cxlvu. 
Praife bin Sun aud Moon, praife 
bint 6 ye Stars and Light 3 which 
creatures of his, though they are 
not able to fing Hallelujabs, and {o 
wocally to rehearfe his praile, yet 
they afford glorious matter for 
grateful and triumphant fongs, 
and by their beauty, and their order 
excite thefethat fiudy, and obferve 
them, toadore, and glorifie their 
Maker. And therefore the Pro- 
phet runs on further into an ag- 
gregation of more particulars, of 
Fire, and Hail, Storms, and Va- 
pours, Mountains, and Cedars, 
Beafts, and Fouls, and creeping 
things ; all which in the fame Di- 
ville 


. itt Dis TWoks, it 
wine Canticle are fummon’d to 
praife hin, that is, we are required 
to ufethemas the matter, and occas 
fions of holy Eucharift, and thanks- 
giving. Tothefel adde, 

(III.) That God was pleafed to 
fanciifie afolemn day for the cele- 
bration of his Works. He appoint- 
eda Sabbath for reft, and content 
plation to bimfelf, and for praife 
and acknowledgment tous 3 and his 
making Heawen, and Earth, the Sea, 
and all that inthemis, 1s intimated 
in the Comutandment, asthe reafon 
of the confecration ‘of that Day ; 
which was obferved upon tbat. ac- 
count among the Jews; and the 
devout Chriftzans of eldeft times 
kept the fame in memory of Gods 
Creation after the infiitution of the 
other Sabbath. This I take:ro.be 
enough for the firft Propofition, 
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wiz. That God is to be praifed. | © 
for his Works. I defcend tothe | ‘ 
fecond, which 1s, - 


SECT. IIE. 


(il.) Be His Coks ate 
to be ftudied by thofe 

chat Would pedile Hint fog thent- 
We are commanded to frag praifes 
with underftanding, Pal. xl. 7. and 
the offering he requires, 1s that of 
a reafonable fervice. His Works 
receive but little glory from the 
rude wonder of the ignorant; and 
thereis no wife man that values 
the applaufes of a blind admiration. 
No one can give God the Glory 
of his Providences, that lets them 
pafs by him wnobferv'd; nor can 
he render due acknowledgments to 
his word, that doth not fearch the 
| Scriptures : 


— ae 


- nbistioks, tg 


Scriptures : Tis alike impoffible to 
praifethe Almighty, as we ought, 
for his Works, while we carelefly 
regard them. Weare commanded 
to fearch for wifdom, as for hidden 
Treafure. Itlies not expofed in 
the common ways; and the chief 
wonders of divine art, and good- 
nefs are not on the furface of 
things, layed open to every carele/s 
eye. The Tribute of praife that 
we owe our Maker, is not a formal, 
(light confeffion that his works are 
wonderful, and glorious 5 but fuch 
an acknowledgment as proceeds 
from deep obfervation, and ac- 
quaintance with them. And though 
our profoundeft ftudy , and in- 
quiries cannot unriddle all the 
myfteries of Nature, yet do they 
{till difcover new motives to devout 
admiration, and new objets for 

our 


Lhe GlayorGod 
our loudeft praifes. Thus briefly 
of the fecond Propofition alfo, viz. 
That Gods Works are to be findied 
by thofe that would praife him for 
them. From thefe Inow advance 
tothe Third, which will réquire 
more thoughts, and it is, 


SECT. IV. 


(iU.) “PF pat the fudy of na 


tute and Gods 

Works iS berp lerbiceable to Rez 
ligiott, We commonly believe 
thatthe glory of God is the end of 
this 5 we fay’tis his, and we know 
"tis ours 5 atid the divine glory is 
writ upon his Creatures ; the more 
we fiudy them, the better we un- 
derftand thofe chara&ers, the bet- 
ter we read his Glory, and the more 
fit are we to celebrate, and pros 
claim 


it His CUoks, 15 
claim it. Thus the kvowledge of 
God’s Works promotes the end of 
Religion. 

And it difpofeth us to it, by 
keeping the foul under a continu- 
al fenfe of God. He that conver- 
feth with his works, finds in all 
things the clear ftamps of infinite 
benignity,and wifdom ; he perceives 
the divine art inall the turnings, 
and varieties of nature, and divine 
goodnefs in that. He obferves God 
in the colour of every flower, in 
every fibre of a plant, inevery limb 
of an infe&, in every drop of dew. 
He meets him in all things,and fees 
allthingsare his, and hath an ad- 
vantage hereby to be inftrudied 
how to ufe them, as our Makers , 
not ours, with reverence, and 
thanksgiving, withan eye to his 
glory,and an aim at his enjoyment. 


This 
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This is the genvine tendency of 
the knowledge of nature ; if it bea- 
bufed to different, and contrary 


purpofes, Natural wifdomis notin |) 


faule, but be that turns this excel- 
lent inftrument of Religion, upon 
itfelf. But chat better ule may be 
made of it ; and by fome Zs, will 
appear by confidering particular- 
ly how acquaintance with nature al- 
fit! RELIGION againft its 
greateft Enemies, which are Athe- 


iim, Sadducifin, Suyperitition, 
Enthultalin, and the Humont 
of difputing, 


in His Works, 17 


. CHAP. Il: 


| Philofophy ferves Religion againft 
Attheitin,oy feoewing the wonder- 
ful Art, and Contrivance that 
js inthe contexture of the effects 
of Nature. “Tis to be fufpetted 
that he is an Atheift, that faith 
Philofophy tezds to Atheifm. No 
Philofophy doth fo much affift 
Religion againft Atheilm, as the 


experimental ad mechanick. 


SECT. I. 
Fie the Firft, Ah eitm, ! 


reckon thus, the deeper infight 

any man hath into the affairs of 
nature, the more he dilcovers of 
the accuratenefs, and Art that 1s in 
C the 
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the contexture of things. For the 
works of God are not like the com 


pofitions of fancy, or the Tricks of 


Fuglers, that will not bear the 
light of a firict {crutiny 5 but their 
exatinefs is honourd by feverity | 
of infpe&tion; and he admires moft, | 
that knows molt ; fince the infides 
and remoteft recefles of things have 
the cleareft ftrokes of mimitable 
wifdom onthem, and the. artifice 
ismore inthe wheel-work, then in 
the cafe. For if we look upon any of 
the works of Nature through a 
magnifying glafs that makes deep 


difcoveries,we find ftill wore beau- 


ty, and more uniformity of contri- 


vance ; whereas if we furvey the 
moft curious piece of humane ine 
genuity by that glafs, it will difco- 
ver tous numerous flaws, defor- 
wmities and imperfections in our mot 

elegant 


t= 


elegant mechanicks : Hence I ga- 
ther, That the fludy of God's works 
fhewing us more of the riches of 
nature,opens thereby a fairer prof- 
pect of thofe treafures of wildom 
that are lodged within it 5 and fo 
furnifheth us with deeper fences, 
and more arguments, and clearer 
convictions of the exiftezce of an 
infinitely intelligent being,that con- 
trived it in fo harmonious, and afto- 
nifbing an order, 

So that if any are fo brutifh, as 
not to acknowledge him upon the 
view of the meer external frame of 
the Univerfe, they muft yet fall 
down before the evidence, when 
Philofophy hath opened the cabi- 
net, and Jed them into the TFemel- 
houfe,and fhewn them the [plendid 
and artful variety that is there. 
Thus though the obvious Firma- 

C 2 ment, 
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ment, andthe motions of the Suz, 
and Stars, the ordinary viciflitudes 
of feafons, and produétions of 
things, the wifible beauty of the 
great world, and the appearing va- 
riety, and fitnefs of thofe parts that 
make up the little one, our felves, 
could fcarce fecure Galen from the 
danger of being an Atheifi: Yet 
when he pryed further by anatomt- 
cal enquiries, and faw the wonder- 
ful diverfity, aptnefs, and erder of 
the minuteft fringes, pipes, and 
paffages that are in the inward fa- 
brick ; He could not abftain from 
the dewoutnefs of an anthem of 
acknowledgment. And that the 
real knowledge of nature leads us by 
che hand to the confeffion of its 
Author, is taught us by the Holy 
Pen-man, who faith, that the vift- 
ble things of the Creation declare 
bim. 


| 
| 
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him. The plebeian and obvious 
world no doubt doth, but the Phi- 
lofophical much more. So that 
whofoever faith, that zquzry into 
nature,and Gods works leads to a- 
ny degree of Atheifm; gives great 
ground of fufpicion that bimfelf 
is an Atheift ; or that he is that o- 
ther thing, that the Royal Pfalmift 
calls him, that faith in his heart 
thereis no God. For either heac- 
knowledgeth the art, and exaCk- 
ne{s of the works of nature 3 or he 
doth not; if zot, he difparagetb 
the divine Archited, and difables 
the chief argument of his exiftence: 
If he doth, and yet affirms that the 
knowledge of it leads to the 4- 
theifm, he faith he knows #ot what, 
and in effet this, That the fight of 
the order, and method of a regular 
and beautiful contrivance tends to 
C 3 pets 
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perfwade that chance, and fortune 
was the Author. 


SEC T. If. 


yy Ut 1 remember I have dif- 
— ) cours’d of this elfewhere,and 
what I have faid for Philofophy in 
general from it's tendency to de- 
vout acknowledgments, 1s not fo 
true of any as of the experimental 


and mechanick. For the Phyfi- 
logy of the modern peripatetick, 
{chools creates zotions, and turns 
nature into words of fecond inten- 
tion, but difcovers little of its real 
beauty, and harmonious contris 
vance; fo that God hath no Glory 
fromit 3 nor men any argument of 
his wifdow, or exiftence. And for 
the Metaphyfical proots, they are 
for the moft pat deep, and n1Ce, 


fubject 
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fubject to evafions, and turas of Ik 
wit, and not fo generally perfwa- WW 
five, as thofe drawn from the plain; it 
and fenfible Topicks,which the ex- M 
perimental Philofophy inlargeth; 
and illufirates. 

This then gives the grand, and 
moft convidtive aflurance of the 
being of God, and acquaintance 
with this kind of /earningfurnifheth 
us with the Leff weapons todefend 
‘+t. For the modern Atheifts are 
pretenders to the mechanick, prin- 
ciples, and their pretenfions cannot 
be (hamed, or defeated by any fo 
well, as by thofe who throughly #7- 
derftand them. Thefeindeed per- 
ceive ometimes that there is only 
nature in fome things that are ta- 
kento be fuperzatural and mira- 
culous, and the fballow natur alift 
feesno further, and therefore refts 

C 4 in 
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in nature; But the deep Philofo- 
pher fhews the vanity, and unrea- 
fonablenefs of taking up fo fort 5 
and difcovers infinite wifdom at the 
end of the chain of caufes. {fay, 
if we know no further then occult 
Qualities, Elemeuts, Heavenly In- 
fluences, and Forms, we fhall never 
be able to difprove a Mechanick, 
Atheift, but the more we under- 
{tand of the Laws of matter and 
motion, the more fhall we difcern 
the xeceffity of a wife mind to order 
the blind, and infenfible matter, 
and to direé the original motions} 
without the conduét of which, the 
univerfe could haye been nothing 
but a mighty Chaos, and mi/bapen 
mafs of everlafting confufions, and 
diforders. Thisotthe FIRS T, 
wiz. Thatthe knowledge of na- 
cure ferves Religion againft A- 
theifin, 


(iI.) Att HSanducitin. 


CHAP. Il. 


Philofophy Helps Religion a gainft 


Sandducifin, in both its branch- 
es,viz. As it denies the exiftence 
of fpirits ; and immortality of 
humane fouls. None fowell able 
to difprove the Sadduce, as thofe 
that underftand the Philofophy 
of Matter, and motzon. The 
Hypothefis of fubftantial Forms, 
prejudicial to the Doéirine of the 
Immortality of the foul. 


SECT. IL 


Tis well known that 
the 


in his Winks, =a | 


theifm, and that it doth alfo, 
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the Sadduces denyed the exiftence 
of Spirits, and Immortality of fouls; 
And the Herefie is fadly receiv d in 
our days. 

What a Spirit is ; and whether 
there be Spirits, or not 3 are que- 
fions that appertain tothe difqur- 
fuion of Philofophy. The Holy 
Scripture, that condef{cends to the 
plain capacities of men, uleth the 
word fpirit commonly for the 
more fubtile, and inwvifible bodies, 
and ’twil be difficule from thence to 
fetch a demonftrative proof of Spi- 
-rits, in the ftri% notion. That 
there are Angels, and Souls which 
are purer then thefe grofs bodies, 
may no doubt be concluded from 
thence ; But whether thefe are only 
a finer fort of matter, or a different 
kind of beings, cannot, I think, be 
determin'd by any thing deliver'd 


In 
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in the divine Oracles. The Jz- 
guiry therefore belongs to Philo- 
fopby, which, from divers operati- 
ons in our own Souls concludes, 
That there is a fort of beings 
whichare not matter or body, viz. 
being felf-motive, penetrable, and 
indivifible ; Attributes direGly 
contrary tothofe of maiter, which 
isimpenetrable, divifible, and woid 
of felf-motion. By thefe properties, 
re{pedtively, the diftia nature of 
fpirit and body is known, and by 
the fame, that there are fpirits, in 
the firiéteft fence, as well as corpo- 
ral beings. 

Now by ftating the nature, and 
proving the exiftence of fpiritsa 
very confiderable fervice is done 
to Religion: For hereby out 
notion of the adorable Desty 1s 


freed from all material ero{nels, in 
which 


= . 
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which way thofe muft conceive, 
him that acknowledge nothing but 
body in the world, which certainly 
isa very great dif-intereft to his 
Glory, and fuggefts very unbe- 
coming thoughts of him. And 
_ by the due ftating of the Notion 
of a fpirit, that filly conceit of the 
Souls. Tradu&ion 1s overthrown, 
which either arifeth from dire& 
Sadducifm, or a defect in Philofo- 
phy. Hereby our Immortality 1s un- 
dermined, and dangeroufly expo- 
fed. But due Philofophical dif- 
guifition will fet us right in the 
Theory. 

For the former of the mention’d 
errours, the Axthropomorphite do- 
&rines, that make God himfelf a 
corporeal {ubftance,they cannot be 
difproved but by the ufe of the 
principles of Philofopby ; fince lee 

us 


iit His Woks. 29 

| us bring what Arguments we ca” 
f-om the Scriptures, which {peak 
of the Perfection, Infinity, Immen- 
fity, Wifdom, and other Attributes 
of God, all thefe no doubt will be 
granted; but the Query will be 
whether all may not belong to a 
material Being ; a queftion which 
Philofophy relolves 5 and there 1s 
no other way to fearch deep into 
this matter,but by it’s aids. 

So likewile as to the TraduSion 
of the Soul; The Arguments from 
Scripture againft it are very gene- 
yal, yea many expreflions theres 
feemat firft fight to look that way. 
And therefore this other help, Phi- 
lofophy, muft be ufed bere allo 5 
and by the diftinct reprefentation 
which it gives of the nature of 
fpirit, and matter, and of the opera- 
tions that appertain to each, this er- 

rour 
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rour is effectually confuted; which 
it cannot be by any other courfe 
of procedure. 

This Philofophy befriends us 
againtt Sadducifm in the firft 
branch of it, asit explodes the bes 
ing of Spirits. 


SECT. if. 


HE other is, the denyal of 


the Immortality of our Souls ; 
The eftablifhment of this likewife, 
the Students of Philofopby and 
Gods Works in all Ages have at- 
tempted, and they have provwd it 
by the Philofophical confiderati- 
ons of the nature of fenfe ; the 
quicknels of imagination; the fpiri- 
tuality of the underftanding;the fre- 
dow of the will, from thefe they in- 
fer, that the Soul is zv¢material,and 
from 


which Arguments are fome of the 
moft demonftrative and cogent that 
the meer reafons of men can ufe 5 
but cannot be manag’d,nor,under- 
ftood but by thofe, that are in- 
Rtrugted in Philofophy, and Na- 
ture. 

I confefs there are other demon- 
firations of our Immortality,for the 
plain underftandings that cannot 
reach thofe heights. The Scripture 
gives clear evidence, and that of 
the refurreciion of the holy Fefis, 
1s palpable ; But yetthe P hilofophi- 
cal proofs are of great ufe, and 

ferve for the conviction of the fz- 
fidel, with whom the other induce- 
‘ments are nothing 3 and the deeper 
knowledge of things 1s neceflary 
to defend this great Article of Re- 
ligion againft thefe, fince they al- 
: ledge 
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| from thence, that it is imeortal 5 
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ledge a fort of reafon to prove the 
foul to be mortal, that cannot be 
confuted but by a reafon inftru@- 
ed in the Obfervations of nature. 
For the modern Sadduce pretends 
that all rhings we do,are performed 
by meer matter, fod motion, and 
confequently that there is no fuch 
thing as an immaterial being: and 
therefore that when our bodies are 
diffolu’d, the man is loft, and out 
Souls are nothing ; ; which difmal 
conclufion 1s true, and certain, if 
there be nothing in us but matter, 
and the refults of motion; and thofe 
that converfe but little with nature, 
underftand Jittle what may be done 
by thefe; and fo cannot be fo 
well aflured chat the elewations, 
mixtures, and combinations of them 
cannot be at laft improvd fo far, 
as to make a fenfible, reafontng be- 
ing 5 


i 


in is dorks; 33 


| ing 3 5 nor arethey well able to dif- 
prove one, that affirms that they 
! atinally are fo: whereas he that 
| hath much inquired into the works 
| of God, and zature, gains a clear 
1G ght «: What matter can perform, 
_and gets more, and ftronger Argu- 
ments to convince him, that it’s 
| modifications, and changes cannot 
| amount to perception and fenfe's 
| fince in all it’s varieties, and bigh- 
| eft exaltations he finds no frecimegs 
| of fuch powers. — 

_ And though, Lconfefs, . that all 
| Mechanick inquirers make not this 
| ule of their inquifitions and difco~ 
| weries 5 yet that is notthe fault of 
| the method, but of the men 5 ‘and 
| thofe that have gone to the great- 
| eft height in that way, have rece- 
| ded fartheft from the Sadduceaz 

Principles. Among fuch, I fup- 


D 
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pofe, I may be allowed to teckon 
the noble Revatus Des-Cartes 3 
And his Metapbyficks and notions 
of Immaterial beings, are removed 
at the greateft diftance from all 
Corporeal affections 5 which I men- 
tion not to fignifie my adberence to 
thofe Principles; but for an In- 
fiance, to fhew, how that deep 
converfe with matter, and know- 
ledge of its operations,removes the 
mind far off from the’ Benet OF 
thofe high effceAs which fome a- 
{cribe to Corporeal motions 3 and 
from all fuppofitions of the Souls 
being bodily, and waterzal. 
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SECT. JIL 


Hus Philofopby is an excel- 
lent Antidote againtt Sad- 
| ducifin, in both the main branches 


of it. Butthen I muft confefs al- 


fo, that the Philofophy of the late 
Peripatetick Writers doth rather 


"} contribute affiStance to it, then over- 


throw this dangerous Infidelity, 1 


| mean in what icteacheth concern- 
leaf 


ml | 


ing [ubftantial Forms, which I fear 
| tends tothe dif-abling all Philofo- 
| phical evidence of the Immortality 


| of our Souls. For thefe Peripate- 
| ticks make their Forms, akind of 


medinm between Body, and Spirit 5 


Beings, that depend upon matter, 
| are educed from it, and perifb when 
| they ceafe to ch Gane ah ; But yet 
| affirm, that they are not material 
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in their conftitutton and Efsence. 
Such Forms thofe Philofophers af- 
fignto all bodies, and teach, that 
the vobleft fort of them are fens 
fitive, and perceptive, which are 
the Souls of Brutes. 

If this be fo, that Betwgs which 
are not fpirits, but corruptible de- 
pendants upon matter, may be en- 
dowed with azimadverfion, and 
fence; what Arguments then have 
we to fhew,that they may not have 
Reafonalfo, whichis but an im- 
provement, and higher degree of 
fimple perception? “Tis as hard to 
be apprehended how any of the 
refulrs of watter, fhould perceive 5 
as howthey fhould joym their per- 
ceptions into reafonings 5 and the 
fame Propofitions that prove the 


poffibility of one, prove both; fo | 


that thofe who affirm that beafts al- 


{o 
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fo are in a degree reafonable, {peak 
very confonantly to thofe Prin- 
| ciples. 

“Tf then, fuch material, corrupti- 
ble Forms as the Peripateticks de- 
{cribe, are fufficient for all the acti- 
ons and perceptions of beafts, I 
know not which wayto goabout 
to demonftrate that a more elevated 
fort of them may not {uffice for the 
reafonings of men. To urge the 
Topicks of proof I mentiond, 
from Notions, Compofitions, Dedu- 
lions, and the like, which are al- 
ledgedto prove our Souls Insma- 
terial; I {ay to plead thefe, will fig- 
nifie nothing, but this, That hu- 
mane Souls are no portions of mat- 
ter, nor corporeal in their make,and 
formal Effence ; But how will they 
evince, that they are not educed 
from it, depend not on matter, and 
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fhall noc peri/> in the ruines of 
their bodies.Certaioly all thofe Ar- 
guments that are brought for our 
Immortality, are in this way perfect- 
ly difabled. For all that we can 
{ay, will prove but this, That the 
Soulis no body, or part of matter 5 
but this will amount to no evi- 
dence, if there are a middle kind of 
Effences,that are not corporeal,and 
yet mortal. 

Sothat when I fay, that Philo- 
fophy ferves Religion again{t Sad- 
ducif{m, 1 would not be underftood 
to mean the Peripatetich Hypothe- 
att : but that Philofophy which is 

rounded upon ac qui aintance with 
real Nacure This,) Py leaving this 
whole auiatelligible lor rt of ht ings 
out of ics accounts, (as things for 
which there 1s no-thadow of 
ground from Reafow, or Nature, 


but 


| 
| 
| 
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but plentiful evidence of their 
non-exiftence from both) difap- 
points the Sadduce of the advan- 
tage he hath from this needlefs, 
and precarious principle. And by 
dividing all fubftances into body 
and fpirit, without the admiffion 
of middle natures, the Real Philo- 
fophy gives demonftrative force 
tothofe Arguments for our Iim- 
mortality, that prove our fouls are 
not bodys; and fo Sadducifus 1s 
ruined by it. 

Thefe things I have thought fit 
to advertife, not out of defign 
to carp at any particular way of 
Philofophy, but for the fecurity 
of my difcourfe. And though I 


have made a little bold with the 
Peripateticks here, yet the great 
name of Ariftotle, to which they 
pretend, isnot concerned 3 for I 
am 
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am convinced that he taught no 
fuch dodtrine of fubftantial Forms, 
as his later SeCiators, and Interpre- 
ters have put upon him; who in- 
deed have depraved, and corrupt- 
ed his fenfe, almoft in the whole 
body of his Principles; and have 
prefented the world with their 
own fancies, inftead of the genn- 
ine doctrines of that P bilofopher. 
But I proceed. 
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CHAP. IV. 


| Philofophy afffts Religion againft 


Superftition, both as it expref- 
seth it felf in fond over-value of 
things in which there is no good 
and panick fear of thofe, in 
which there is nohurt. It in- 
largeth the mind, and fo cures 
Superftition by bett’ring the in- 
tellectual Crafis. It removes the 
cauflefs fears of fome extraordi- 
nary effects iz nature, or acci- 
dent. tis an Antidote againft 
the Superftition of vain Prodi- 
gies. It's Antipathy to Superfti- 
tion, onecaufe of the charge of 
Atheilm againft it. 


SECT. I. 


us HE Real Philofophy, 


that inquires into Gods 
Works, 
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Works aftits Religion againft Stt- 
yerftition, another of its mortal 
Enemies. That I may prove this, 
it muft be premifed, 

That Superftition contifts,either 
in beftowing Religious valuation 
on things,in which there is 70 good; 
or fearing thofe, in which theres 
no burt. Sothac this Folly ex- 
preficth it {elf one while in doting 
upon opinions, as Fundamentals of 
Faith; and Idolizing the little 
models of fancy, for divine inftitu- 
tions. And then it runs away a- 
fraid of harmlefs, indifferent ap-- 
pointments, and looks pale upon 
the appearance of any uaufual ef- 
fect of nature. It tells ominous fto- 
rics of every meteor of the night ; 
and makes fad interpretations of 
each xawonted accident. All which 
arethe products of ignorance,and a 
narrow 


ii 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


opr eer eae 


garrow mind, which defeat the de- 
fignof Religion that would make 
usofa free, manly, and generous 
{pirit; and indeed reprefent Chri- 
flianity as if it were a fond, {neak- 
ing, weak , peevifb thing, that eaf- 
culates mens underftandings,makes 
them amorous of toys,& keeps them 
under the fervility of childi/b fears; 
fo that hereby it is expofed to the 
diftruft of larger minds, and to the 
feorn of Atheifts; Thefeand many 
more are the mifchiefs of Superfti- 
tion, as we have fadly feen. 

Now againft this evil Spirit, 
and its Influevces, the Real, experi- 
mental Philofophy 1s ene of the 
beft fecurities in the world. | For 
by a generous, and open inquiry 
in the great Field of nature, mens 
minds are enlarged, and taken off 
from all fond adherences to their 

private 
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private fentiments. They are 
taught by #t, that certaznty 1s not in 
many things ; and that the moft 
valuable knowledge is the pratti- 
cal; By which means they will 
find themfelves difpofed to more 
indifferency towards thofe petty no- 
sions in which they were before 
ant to place a great deal of Reli- 

ion; and fotoreckon, that that 
which will fignifie lies in the few, 
certain, operative principles of the 
Gofpel ; and alife {uitabletofuch 
a Faith 3 not in doting upon quefti- 
ons, and fpeculations that engender 
firife; and thus the Modern, ex- 
perimental Philofophy of Gods 
Works, isaremedy againft the 2o- 
tional fuperftition (as I may call it) 
which hath been, and 1s{o fatal to 
Religion, and the peace of man- 
kind. 


Be= 
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Befides which, by making the 
mind great, this knowledge deli- 


vers it fromi fondnefs on fmall cir- 


cumftances, and zmaginary models 5 
and from little ferupulofities about 
things indifferent, which ulually 


) difquict in narrow and contracted 
| minds. And I have known divers, 
| whom Philofopby,and not dilputes, 
| hath cured of this malady. And 


indeed that remedy isthe beft, and 
moft effeQual,that alters the Crafzs 
and difpofition of the mind; For 
tis futeablenefs to that, which 
makes the way tomiens judgments, 
and fetles them in their per{wafi- 
ons. There are few that hold 
their opinions by Arguments, and 
dry reafonings, but by congruity 
to the underftanding, and confe- 
quently by relifb in the aflections : 
fo that feldom any thing cures our 

in 
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intellecinal difeafes throughly, but 
what changes thefe. This I dare 
affirm, that the Free, experimental 
Philofophy will do to purpofe, by 
giving the mind another ftiméture, 
and introducing a founder habit, 
which by degrees will at laft abfo- 
lutely repel all the little maligni- 
ties, and fetleit in a ffrong and 
manly temperament, that will ma- 
fier, and caft out idle dotages, and 
effeminate Fears. 

The Truthis, This world is a 
very Bedlam, and he that would 
cure Madmen, muft not attempt it 
by reafoning,or indeavour to fhew 
the abfurdity of their conceits 5 but 
fuch a courfe muft be taken, as 
may reftore the mind to a right 
Crafis, and that when ‘tis effected, 
will eaate and rectifie the extra- 
wagances of the diftemper’d 

brain, 
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| brain, which dé/putes, and oppofi- 
| tions will but inflame, and make 
'worfe. Thusfor inftance, when 
frantick perfons are fond of Fea- 

, | thers, and mightily taken with the 
‘employment of picking Straws, 
_| *ewould fignifie very little, to re- 
| prefent to them the vanity of the 
| obje&s of their delights;and when 
| the Melancholido was afraid to fit 
down for fear of being broken, 
| fuppoling himfelf made of Glafs, 
it had been to little purpofe to 
‘have declared to him the rzdicu- 
| lonfnefs of his fears 5 the difpofition 
| of the head was to be alter’d, be- 
| forethe particular phrenfie could 
| be cured. 
|’ Tis too evident how ju this 
| is in the application to the pre- 
| fent Age; Superftitious fondnefs, 
| and fears are areal degree of mad- 


nels, 


4S 


Tihye logy of God 
ne{s- And though I cannot fay 


that Philofophy muft be the only 


Catbolick, way of cure (for of this, 
the far greateft part of men is abfo- 
lutely incapable) yet this Ido, that 
*cis a remedy for thole that are 
firong exough to take it: And the 
reft mult be helped by that, which 
changeth the genius, which cannot 
ordinarily be done by any thing, 
chat oppofeth the particular fancy. 


SECT. IL 


Ae I muft fay, chat the 
| fort of Superftition which is 
yet behind in my account,and con- 
fifts in the cauflef. s fear of fome ex 
traordinaries, 1 in accident, or nature, 
is dire&tly cured by that Philofe- 
phy which gives fair /ikely-hoods of 
their canfes; and clearly fhews that 
chere 


in dis dorks, 

ly | there is nothing in them fools. 
oy | jral; the lighe of the day drives a- 
bis, | way the Mormo’s, and vain images 
‘that fancy forms in obfcure fhades, 
and darknefs. Thus particularly 
the modern dotirine of Comets, 

| which have been always $ great bug 5 


hath re{cued Pillophe nao 
: I pre; ager, 

) Bnd the milchievous confequence 
that arife from thofe fiperStitz- 
fous abodings. For whatever the 

. cafual coincidencies may be_ be- 
tween thofe Phenomena, andthe 
is | direful events, that are {ometimes 
J obferved clofely to attend them 
| (whicl 1, asmy Lord Bacon truly 
| notes, are obferv’d when they bit, 
A j not when ney “a bea y, nOt~ 


| rimental Philofophy x makes sis 
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pear, that they are heavenly Bodies, | 
far above all the regions of va- | 
pours, in which we are not con- }} 
cerned ; and fo they are neither }} vr 
the figns, nor the caufes of our Wri 
mifchiefs. 

For the other Jittle things which 
afford matter for the Tales about ] 
Prodigies, and other ominous ap- 4 
pearings, the knowledge of nature, Wi yh 
by exciting worthy,& magnificent 
conceptions of the God of Nature ; } 
cures that blafpbhemous abufe of the } 
adorable majefty, whereby foolifh } 
inen attribute every trivial event } 
that may ferve their turns againft } 
thofe they hate, to his immedzate, ¥ 
extraordinary interpofal. For ‘tis I} yy 
ignorance of God and his works} 
that difpofeth men toabfurd, ridi- , 
culous furmifes, uncharitable cen- 
fures, {editious machinations; andy) 
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(,)) fo,to thoughts that are prejudicial 


| to the Glory of God,the interefts of 

I} Religion, and the fecurity of Go- 

wernment, to that juftice and cha- 

|| rity we owe to others,and the bap- 
| pinefs, and the love if our felves. 
| To which I adde, 

That this kind of Superftition 
| is a relique of Pagan ignorance, 
| which made men look on Thunder, 
| Eclipfes, Earthquakes, and all the 

if more terrifying Phenomena of na- 
| ture, asthe immediate effe@s of 
| powers fuperzatural ; and to judge 
| events by flights of birds, and gar- 
| bages of cattel, by the duettintal 

occurfions of this creature, and a- 


t) nother, and almoft every cafital oc- 


| currence. But thefe particulars 


id) have been moft ingenioufly repre- 


# fented, and reproved in alate very 
élegant difcourfe about Prodigies 5 
| Dye And 


g2 «Lie Oloyp of God 
And though I donot acquiefce in | 
the defign of that excellently @ 
penn d Book, which is to difcredit, | 
and take away all kinds of prefages. 
Yet [think ithathdonerarely well, ¥ 
| fo far as it difcovers the folly and 
a mifchiefs of that zgvzorant, and fu- 
. | perftitions {picit, that makes every 
I | thing a Prodigy. And with fuch 
-apprehenfions as thefe the know- Wi” 
Iedge of nature fills the mind that 1s 
| inftruéed 1n it. 


Andthere is no doubt but that Ht 
bits : en 

he Antipathy the Real Philofophy @ 
vath to all the kinds of Superftztz- @ 
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matizeth thofe that defpife them, 
asenemies to Faith and Piety. So 
it fared with fome of the braveft 
{pirits of antient times, who have 
had the black charaéier fixt upon 
their great and worthy names on- 
ly for their oppoficions of the 
foolifh Ritesand Idolatries of the 
vulgar Heathen. Weknow the 


tereft of their zames,that of Anaxa- 


goras, Theodorus, Protagoras, and 


Epicurus, was much worle; the 
cauflefs infamy coming down the 
ftreamas far as the laft Ages.Since 
then, we know who was an Here- 
tick for faying there were Antipo- 
des; and a Pope was taken for a 
Conjurer for being a Mathewsatici- 
an; yeathofe noble Sciences were 
counted diabolical; and even the 
facred language could {carce e- 


‘ 3 icape 
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{cape the fulpicion. In later times 
Galileo fell into the Inquifition 
for the difcoveries of hisTelefcopes; 
and Campanella could not en- 
deavour to affert, and vindicate 
the Freedom of his mind, without 
lofing that of his external perfon. 
Imight come nearer to our days, 


and knowledge : Gothick barba- | 


rity, and the /pirit of the Inquifition 
is not quite worn out of the Refor- 
mation ; Though the beft ont is, 
ic ordinarily remains but among 
the {cum, and dregs of men : And 
no one is ether Jefs Religious, or 
le{s wife for being accounted an 
Atheift by the Rabble. Bur where 
ever the knowledge of Nature, and 
Gods works hath inany degree ob- 
cain d, thofe vile Superftitions have 
been de{pifed, and put to an infa- 
mous flight. But to take another 
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CHAP. V. 


i 
i 


.) Philofophy ferves Religion againft 
| $Enthuliahn. Exthufiafin hurts 

| Religion two ways. (I.) By 
crying up difeafes and excefles 
of fancy, for heights of Godli- 
nefs. (II.) By the difparage- 
ment of Reafon..  Philofophy 
difcovers that there is nothing 
but nature, in the high pretenfi- 
ons of the Enthufiaft. The mil- 
chiefs of decrying Reafon. Phi- 
lofophy removes the faucy of it's 
enmity to Religion : It improves 
Reafon, and fits it for the fer- 
wice of Religion. Religion hath 
received many fervices from Phi- 
lofophical Writers ; who have 
labour’d to prove it’s Truth aad 
certainty. Philofophy affzfts Rea- 
fon to defend Religion. Sect. 
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SEC T. 1. 

CGV.) B SAE Real Philofophy, 
E Ku knowledge of Gods 

works, fi erves Religion againft 
Entiyutiatm, another of its dead- 

ly enemies. Now Enthuftafurisa 
fil fe conceit of in{piration ; andall 
the bold and miftaken pretenfions 
ro the Spirit in our days,are of this 
fort. Whar particularly Religion 
hath fuffer’d from it,would be too 


Jong to defcribe upon this occafi- | 


on; It will be enough to fay, in 
an Age that hath fo muchand fuch 
fad experience of ic, that Enthu- 


fi a ifn, 


(I.) By crying upthe exceffes, 
and lifeafes ot Imagination for the 
greatelt height of godlinefs. 
~ And (IL.) By the sei 


mene 


/ ment of fober Reafon, as an enemy 
to the Principles of Faith ; Hay, 
B by thefe two ways it hath intro- 

| duc’da Religion that is Phantafti- 


itt. cal, and made way for all imagina- 


ble follies, and even Atheifm it 
| felf. 
For the firft of thefe in order 5 
| The real kvowledge of Nature de- 
| tefts the dangerous impofture, by 
| fhewing, what ftrange things may 
| be effeGted by no diviner a caufe, 
B then a ftrong fancy impregnated by 
| Heated Melancholy 5 For this fome- 
| times warnis the brain toa degree 
| that makes it very active, and ima- 
. 9) ginative,full of odde thoughts,and 
| unexpeed {uggeltions 3 {o that if 
the Temper determine the 1magi- 
nation to Religion, it flies at bigh 
things, at interpretations of dark 
and Propbetick Scriptures 5 at pre- 
dittions 


dictions of future events, and my- 

erions difcoverijes, which the man 
expreffeth fluently, and boldly, 
with a peculiar and pathetick elo- 
quence; And now thefe preg- 
nances being not ordinary, but 
much beyond the ufual cone, and 
temper of the Eathuftaft ; and he 
having heard great things of the 
fpivits immediate motions and in- 

irations, cannot well fail of be- 
lieving himfelf infpired, and of in- 
titling all the excurfions of his 
fancy to the immediate a&tings of 
the Holy Ghoft: which thoughts 
by the help of natural pride, and 
felf-love, wil work alfo exceed- 
ingly upon the heightned affeéti- 
ons, and they upon the body fofar, 
as to caft it fometimes into rap- 
tures, extafies, and deliquinuss of 
fenfe, in which every dreauzis tae 
ken 


| 
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ken for a Prophecy, every image of 
the fancy for a vifion, and allthe 
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glarings of the imagination, for 


new Lights, and Revelations. 

Thus have our Modern Pro- 
phets been infpired, who yet are 
not to be reckon’d Aypocritical 
Impoftors, for they infinitely be- 
lieve themfelves, and the ffrength 
of their highly invigorated fan- 
cies fhuts out the fober light of 
Reafon that fhould dif-abufe 
them, as (leep doth that of our ex- 
ternal fenfes in our dreams. And 
which is worfe, the filly people 
that underftand not vature, but are 
apt to take every thing that 1s 
webement to be facred, are ealily 
deceived into the belief of thofe 
pretentfions ; and thus difeafes have 
been worfbip'd for Religion. This 
account the Philofophy of humane 

iN de 
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Nature gives of that by which the 
world hath been fo fadly eouz- 
ned, as hath. been largely repre- 
fented by a modern Philofopbical 
Divine. 

And when we caft our eyes a- 
broad into the wide world, we fee, 
that thofe glorious things are no 
more, then what hath been done 
by the Exffatick Priefis of the 
Heathen Oracles, and the Madmen 
of all Religions ; by Sybils, Luna- 
ticks, Poets, Dreamers, and Abrep- 
titious perfons of all forts: And 
we fee daily to what degrees of 
elevation excefs of drinking will 
heighten the brain, making fome 
witty, nimble, and eloquent, much 
beyond the ordinary fize of their 
parts, and ingenuity 5 and inclin- 
ing others to be hugely devout, 


who: ufually have no great fenfe 
of 


| 


qt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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of Religion; As I knew one, 


who would pray rapturonfly when 
he was drunk, but at other times 


was amoping fott,and could {carce - 


fpeak fente. 

Thus alfo fome kinds of #ad- 
nefs, difeafes, accidents, peculiari- 
ties of temper, and other natural 
thingsthat beat the brain, fill men 
with high, furprifing conceits a- 
bout Religion, and furnifh them 
with fervid devotion, great readi- 
nefs of expreflion, and unexpecied 
applications of Scripture to their 
crafie conceits; I fay, the expert- 
mental Philofopby of our natures 
informs us, that all this 1s common 
in alienations, and fingularities of 
mind, and complexion. And they 
were remarkable in the Propbets 
of the Heathen, and the Prieft 
whom Saint AuStin knew, that 


% 
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vould 
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would whize himfelf into an exta- 
fies In the wonderful difcourfes of 
the American Bifhop, that faid he 
was the Holy Ghoft, and the cant- 
ing fluency of the German Enthufi- 
afts, {ome of whofe imaginations 
were as wild, and extravagant 3 of 
fuch Inftances I might make up a 
much larger Catalogue, ifI fhould 
defcend to our Domeftickh Luna- 
ticks, but their temper is well 
known, and therefore I only adde 
this more ; 

That J have often met witha 
poor Woman in Warwick-fbire, 
whofe habitual conceit it was, that 
fhe was Mother of God, and of all 
things living ; 1 was wont to per- 
fonate a kind of complyance with 
her fancy, anda modeft defire to 
be further informed about it; 
which gentienels drew from her 

fo’ 
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i | fomany odde fetches of difcourfe, 


 fuch applications of Scripture,and 
'fuch wonderful references . to 


. | things, in which fhe was never in- 


ftructed, that look'd like {craps ta- 
| ken out of Hobls, and Epicurus 5 


‘} that Ihave been much amazed at 


her talk : And yet when I diverted 
het to any thing elfe of ordinary 
matters, fhe fpoke ufually with as 
much fobriety and cold difcrett- 
on, as could well be expected 
from a perfon of her condition 5 
nor did (he ufe to be extravagant 
in any thing, but about that parti- 
cular imagination 3 which inftance 
among many others I might pro- 
duce, very much confirms me in 
the truth of that obfervation of 
thofe Philofophers who have gi- 
venus the beft light into the Ex- 
thufiaftick temper, vix. That there 

is 
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isa fort of maduefs, which takes 


men in foure particular things, when 
they are found in others: whichone 
Propofition will afford a good ac- 
count of many of the Phenomena 
of Enthuftafm 3 and fhews that the 
extravagants 8p us may be re- 
ally diffracted § in the affairs of Re- 
ligion, though their brains are un- 
touch’cin other matters. 

Thus a swig ule of oeb- 


fervation, and the knowledge of 


humane nature by it, helps us to di- 
ftinguifh between the effects of the 
adorable Spirit, and thofe of an 
hot, diftemper d fancy; whichisno 
{mall advantage for the fecuring 
the purity, bonour, and all the inte- 
refts of Religion. 


SECT. 
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‘|B UT (Il.) there is another 
|b» mifchief of the Enthufialtick 
® fApiric be hind, and that is it’s bring- 
- Jing Reafon into difgrace, and de- 
jnying the ufe thereof in the affairs 
fof Faith and Reli ey This isa 
| mifchief that is the fad caufe of 

fe Panfinite wore ; forit hath brought 
: ¢ Pinto the world all kinds of Phan- 
die iar and folly, and expofed Relt- 
fie | gion tocontempt and derifion, by 
fan making wadnefs, and difeafes fa- 
sno fered : It bewilders mens minds in 

sf a maze of confufed imagin lations, 
tee |, and leads them into bogs and pre- 

/cipices, and deprives them of 
| their light, and their Guide, and 

A | Jays them open to all the Delufi- 

| ons of Satan, and their own diftem- 


E perd 
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perd brains: It takes Religzon off 9] i 


from it’s foundations, and leaves) 


the intereft of eternity in mens 


Souls, to chance, and the hits of } 
imagination 3 teaching thofe that 
are deluded to lay the ftrefs of all} 
upon raptures, heats, and mySteri- 
ous notions, while chey forget, and) 
{corn the plain Chriftianity which) 


is an imitation of Chrift in Charity, 


Humility, Fuftice, and Purity 5 in 
the exercifle of all vertue, and) 
command of our felves: It ren-) 
ders men obnoxious to all the 
Temptations of Atbeifm, and the 


lackeft Infidelity ; and makes it 
in poflible to convince an Infidel, 
to fetle one that doubts, or to re- 


coverone that is backfliden from)} 
the Faith. Thefe evils I am here)} 


content to name only, having re=} 
prefented them more fully in ano- 
thee | 


gid 


rT 
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voit) cher difcourfe ; and the experience 
‘gq of OUr own Age may Convince Us; 


mens 
5 off 
‘thal 
alll 


with a lictle confideration upon 


it; That all thofe fatal mifchiefs - 


have been the effets of the con- 
tempt, and difparagement of 


i 7 | Reafon. 
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Buc yet though [affirm this, I 


|} am not forafh, or fo unjuftas to 
) believe, or fay, that this f{pirit 
| hath produced all thofe fad things 
| in every one that {peaks botly, and 


Y inconfiderately againtt Reafon : [ 


am far from the wildnefs of fuch 
acenfure, becaufe I know how 
much imprudent xeal, cuftomary 
talk, high pretenfions, and fuperfti- 
tious fears, may work even upon 
honeft minds, who many times hold 
bad things in the principle, which 
they deny inthe prattice, and fo 
are upright in their wills, while 

ae: ghey 
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they are very much confufed, and 
miftaken in their underftandings. 
This I account to be the cafe of 
multitudes of pious people in re- 
ference to Reafon. They have 
heard hot-headed indifcreet men 
declaim againft ir, and many of 


mi) the light, have an intereft to do 
a {o; their pretenfions were plaufi- 
| lank and their zeal great 3 their 
| talk loud, and their affirmations 
bold, and the honeft well-mean- 
ing folks are caught in their affe- 
| &1ons 
vit ples into their minds, which are 
| it neither dilpoted, norable to exa 
4 mine: So they believe and talk 
after their Teachers; and fay, that 
Reafon is alow, dull ching, ignorant 
of the fpirit, and an enemy to Faith 
and Religion 3 while in this, they 
have 


them, © iiole opinions will not bear | 


; and thefe lead bad princt- 
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aj have no clear thoughts, nor yet 
ny, any evil meaning 3 But let thefe 
el] fancies {wim atop in their imagi- 
| nations, and upon occafions they 
} run out at the tongues end,though 
they are not always improved to 
deadly practices. For Charity, 
a Caution I have faidthis; but 
bat chat all 
a | bic forecited evilsare jultly faid to 
i be the Tendencies, and in tooma- 
I ny Inftances have been, andare, 

the Iffues of this Spzrit. 
| And now I doubt not but ‘twill 


~~ 
——s 
[—] 
=, 


itl be granted readily by all chat are 

| confiderate, that whatever affifts 
) Religion againtt this deStructive 

( enemy, doth it molt important fer- 
‘vice; and this the Free and Real 
al } Philofophy doth in a degree very 
pil) CMinent. 


ae In 
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Inorder to the proof of this 
we may confider what I intimated 
jut now,viz. t hat men are led in- 
to, and kept in this fancy of the 
enntity of Reafon to Religion chie= #5 


fly by two things. pe 
S E G A is Ili. | th 

ya 

(L) i ¥ an implicit aflent to the 


: » Syflemes, and di&tates of 


thofe who firft inftru@ed them 5} U 
which Teachers camealfo into the H a 
fancy the fame way 3 and bothare ¥} 
held under the power of it by] I 


fisrong prejudice arifing from that 
aurplicit Faith, And(Il.) By want 
of clear thoughts and ability, to 
ftate things diftinclly, and to under- 
fland their dependencies, and fe- 
quels. Both which imperfections 


the Free Philofophy cures. 


For 


For as to the Firft, (I.) That 
Philofophy begins with the zalarg- 

I) ment of the mind, and attempts to 
| free it from prejudices and pre-in-— 
| gagements, which fophifticate, and 
pervert our judgments, and ren- 
der us incapable of difcerning 
thingsastheyare. Modeft, impar- 
tial enquiry is the Foundation of 
the real, experimental way of Philo- 
fophy. Not that itteacheth Scep- 
ticifm, and abfolute Neutrality in 
all things, but fo much caution in 

| our difquifitions, that, we do not 
| fuddenly give firm aflents to things 
| not well underftood, or examin 'd: 
which no doubt is very juft, and 
{afe. But as to what concerns 
thofe, who throughignorance, or 
other occafions are incapable of 
making due enquiry, I think they 
ought not to concern themfelves 


F4 about 
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about matters of {peculation at 
all; or at leaft not to affirm any 
thing sig vely of them. Tis e- 
nough for fuch Y believe, and 
pradiife the plain duties of Reli- 
gion, which are clear in the holy 
Oracles, and with which they may 
be acquainted without much faga- 
city, or deep judgment: For mat- 
ters of Theory, and dithcult en- 
quiry appertain not to the walgar, 
and lower rank of underftandings. 
But fas thofe who are capable Ob 
fearch after Truth, and are provi- 
ded with advantages for it, Frees 
don: of judgment is neceflary in or- 
der to their fuccefs. With this, 
Ifaid, the Keal Philofophy begins 5 
and.inallit’s progrefles fiill more 
and mote difpoteth the mind to 
it, and fo delivers it from the waf- 
fallage of Cuftomary fayings and 
epinions. Now 


oe ———-- — 


and fo”, till he have confider’d, and ex- 
cs | amin’d the matter with an impar- 
oly tzal judgment. And I dare fay, 
my | whoever thall do that, will want 
se | nothing to convince him, that fuch 
nats anopinion is falfe, and ground- 
a-§ lefs, bute clear, and  diftiné 
vt, ) thoughts, and the knowledge of 
i, | ~confequence, with which Pbilofo- 
cof phy will furnifh him. 

nef This is the fecond way whereby 
ne & ithelps to overthrow this princi- 
or | ple of Enthufiafm, viz. 

ti, @ = CAL.)-s- By teaching us to fiate 
is; matters clearly, and to draw out 
oe @ thofe conclufions that are lodged 
jo inthem. For ‘tis confufion of no- 
if tions, anda great defecé in reafo- 
nd ning, that makesdark zeal torave 
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Now whoever is fo difpofed, 


will not be fo ready: to. believe 
that Reafon isan Enemy to Religi- 


{o 
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fo fu rzon(ly againit Reafon. Now 


Philofopby is Reafon methodixed, 


and 3 impro ved by ids: obfervati- 


on, and experiment; au d whoever is 
tr to thefe, is exercifed fre- 
quenily in inguiry after the canfes, 
pr epeclte and relations of things, 
which will nure the mind to great 
inteninefs, and inable it to defime 
and diftinguifb, and infer rightly 3 
And by thefe -the allegations a- 
-Reafon will be made appear 


le Sopbifims, that have 
no found fenfe, or fabftance in 
them. 


This ts fhewn ina late difcourfe, 
cali’d a Vindication and defence of 
the ufe of Reafou in hie: fairs of 
Faith a and Religion 3 in \ vhich alfo 
the whole matter is fia ‘ed diftinét- 
Jy, and 1 think right is done both 
to Reafon and Religion, For it is 


‘184 t fare f is ArnsKk fo ® 3 made 


pA parece fo 


tli Sai 
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made evident there, that all the 
Articles of Faith may either be 
proved by Keafou, or defended by 


it; which two particulars we wall 


here touch a little. - That Reafow 
proves the greateft Articles of Re- 
ligiow, is {ufficiently made appear 
by thofe Philofopbick Reafoners 
that. have done it; and to fay a 
word of this, willbe no digreffzon, 
ince it will thew, that Philofophy 
deftroys: the conceit of Reafons 
being an Exemy 5 and demonftrate 
chat ic improves Keafonto many 
purpofes of Religion. 
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SECT. IV. 


(I.) BT is well known, that di- ] y 
vers great men have la- jj 7 
bourd in the Rational proof of © 
Chriftian Religion, as the moft 
Learned Hugo Grotius, Dupleffis, ~ \\ ¢ 
Raymond de Sabundis; The Pious | : 
4 and moft Excellent DoGor Ham- 
ae mond, Mr. Baxter,and others among 
. our felves ; and the Immortal Bi- 
fhop of Downe, Doctor Fer. Tay-  }} 
ler,hath in ten leaves of his DuSfor | ¢ 
Dubitantium, givenfuch an invin- 
cible rational Demonftration of 
Chriffianity, by amofi elegant and 
judicious collediion of all the moft 
important particulars of evidence, 
that if there had never been any 
|| thing faid before, for the Truth 
Ai and certainty of our Religion; this | 
| alone | 


Hi 


§ alone had been enough to have 


in His Caos. a 


won upon the moft /bie, and diffi- 


cultaftent, and to have confounded 


Dy all the Infidels under Heaven 5 this | 


Teftimony I muft give to that 


} glorious performance, and it will 
) not I prefume be thought excef- 


five by any one that reads, and is 
fit to judge in {uch cafes. 

I could not omit mention of 
thefe worthy Afserters, and Defen- 
ders of Religion: But there tsano- 
ther fort of Reafoners for our 
Faith,that are more proper for my 
prefent notice, vx. Thofe that 
have ufed the aids of the mo- 
dern, Free Philofopby, in proving, 
and defending fome main Articles 
of Religion. And there are feve- 
ral Members of the Royal Society, 
who have imployed their ingent- 
ous, and Pious pains this way 3 


The 
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The Wile,Learned, and deferved- 
ly Celebrated Prelate, Dr. Seth 
Ward, the prefent Lord Bithop 
of Sarum, hath in his Philofopbi- 
cal EVays, fully (though in afmall 
compa(s of words) and perfpicu- 
oufly fhewn, That the Foundations 
of Religion are laid in eternal 
Reafon ; and by this, hath cleared 
the Nature, and Attributes of God 5 


the Immortality of our Souls, and 


Divine Authority of Scripture, 
which are the grand Bafis of Faith 
and Obedience: And’ the Illuftrt- 
ous Mr. Boyle hath, in his excel- 
fent Treatife of the U/efulne/s of 
Experimental Philofopby, made 1t 
appear that Philofophick Reafon 
gives the ftrongeft evidence of 
the exiffence of the Deity, and very 
glorious Lluftrations of his Atri 
butes; and by it he infinitely 
(hames, 
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| We. 
tf) fhames, and difproves the Follies 
: | of the Epicurean Atheift; which 
hop ff great interelts of Faith and Piety, 


have alfo been egregioufly promo- 


I ted by the judicious, Philofophi- 


cal performances of the Learned 
Door H. More, who hath every 
where in his Works difcover d to 
what ufeful purpofes Reafon, and 
the Free Philofophy may be im- 
ployed in the fervices of Religion. 
And the Noble Sir K. Digby writ 
a difcourfe concerning the J#mor- 
tality of the Soul, which he proves 
and defends by the Principles and 
reafonings of Philofopby, which 
defign alfo of making Philofophy 
ferve the Altar, hath been happily 
undertaken, and as fuccefsfully 
managed by the Ingenious Mr. 
Sam. Parker, in his Learned Tenta- 
mina; in which he ftrenuoufly 
proves 
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proves the Being of God, and ex- 
plains many difficulties about his 
Attributes, by the ufe of Free Phi- 
lofopbical Reafow. .Thefe are, and 
were all Members of the Royal 
Colledge of Pbilofophers. To 


thefe I may adde the Inftances of 


the great Des- Cartes, and our wor- 
thy and Learned Door Stilling- 
fleet, who have alfo excellently im- 
ployed the Free Philofophy for the 
advantage, and promotion of the 
Affairs of Religion. 

Thus we fee that the Real know- 
ledge and {earch into Gods works, 
puts Philofophers at great diRance 
from that fond Principle of Ex- 
thufiaf, That Reafon is an E- 
nemy to Religion ; and we may 
learn from the Difcourfes cited, 
That it may be nea and pro- 
fitably ufed in the proof of many 
of 


‘ofthe greateft Articles of Faith, 
‘and that Philofopby doth much al- 
fitic in that fervice. And fo te 
doth, 


SECT. V. 


_ | rd i defending other points of 
Faith which are purely of 
| Revelation, and immediately dilco- 
verable no other way. For this 

» | isa Maxim of Reafon, that what- 
ever God faith is to be believed, 
| though we cannot comprehend the 

| manner of it, or tell bow the thing 
foould be. By this Axiom, who- 

| ever hath. proved the Revelation, 

_ | may defend the Article, and tis an 
| abfurdity in Philofophick realo- 
| ning to argue againft the being of 
| athing, that is well attefted, from 

the unconceivablenefs of the nan- 
: ner 
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ner bow it 1s; According ‘to 
which principle even the. Tri- 

nity,and Incarnation,may beas well | 
defended as the exiftence of matter, 
and motion, and upon the fame | 
grounds. In thefe there are ma- 
ny modes which are perfeG@ly un- 
accountable, and full of feeming | 
contradi@tions 3. which if they | 
fhould be urged againft the exi-_ 


ftence of thefe moft fenftble Beings, 


we could not make our defence by 
wutying tholeknots ; but may well | 
do it, by recourfe to this Maxine, 
That what is an evident obje& of | 


Senfe, or clearly proved by Keafon, 


ought to be beliewed, though there are | 
MIahY things in the Theory, aud 


manner of it unconceivable 3 And 


by ufing the fame we are fafe in all” 

the Myfteries of Faith, that are | 
well proved to'be fo. Butthis f | 
have 
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have more fully handled elfe 
where ; and fhall only adde now, 
Tha the Free, Expzrimental Philo- 
fopby begets the deepeft perfwafi- 
on, of the,truth of this modeft Pro= 
pofition; by acquainting the Phi- 
lofopher every day with innume- 
rable things inthe works of God, 
of which he can give no account, 
though he know by his fenfes that 
they are really exifiing. And by 
this means Reafon aflifted by Phi- 
Jofopby cuts off all the Cavils, and 
filenceth the Objeétions of bold In- 
fedelity,which for the moft, part are 
raifed fromthe difficulries that are 
in ovr conezption of the Articles of 
Religion 3 errsonuoe) in ea 

_, And thus the Free Philofophy 
jays a foundation for defence of the 
greatelt fublimities of Faith 5-and 
common Reafon doth the beft, by 
Giz fhewing 
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fhewing the certainty, and divine 
Original of the Teftimony that ac- 
quaints us with thofe facred My fte- 
rics. This it doth by aggregating 
thofe multitudes of circumftances 
that fhew the Infallible truth of 
Scripture Hiftory, and twifts fucha 
cord asisas {trong as any thing in 
Geometry or Nature. And there= 
fore I cannot chufe but wonder 
what itis that inclines fome men, 
who are otherwife fober enough, 
to let flye fo lavifhly, and indif- 
creetly againft Reafon, and Pbilo- 
Sophy, efpecially inan Age fo ex- 
ceeding prone to Phantaftry, and 
Madne/s, and that hath been rui- 
ned in all its concerns by Enthuft- 
afm, and vain pretences to the 
Spirit. 

_ . Tis true,the difcourfes of fonie 
who have talk’t much of Philofo- 


phy, 
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| phy, and Rea/on, have been bold 
| and fawcy, and no Go | t evel 
- | cendency to the intereli o: 


gion. But true’ Philofophy, and 
well manag’d Reafon, vindicate 
Religion from thofe impudent a- 
bufes, and thew, that there was 


| Sophiftry and zwpofture in thofe pre- 


tenfions : So that they are no more 
tobe blamed for the iafolencies, 


and riots of thofe that ulurp 


their name ; then Religion it felf 
is, for the Immoralities of thofe, 
that cloath themfelves in the gar- 
ments of external Piety and Saint- 
fhip. Thus of the fervices of Phi- 
lofophy again{t ENTHWUSI- 
ASM. come now to the lait 
Inftance. 


G 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI 


Philofophy ferves Religion againft 
the Humosiur of silputing. 
Some of the milchicfs of that 
Spirit briefly recited. Six ways 
whereby Philofopby deftroies the 
difpaing humour. The mata 
things that may be urged im be- 


half of difputes, Anfwer'd. 
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S20) | T helps Religion againft the 
=F bumour of Difputing ; 
by which Imean that, which be- 
lieves uncertain opinions firnsly, af- 
ferts them confidently,and clamorouf- 
ly contends againft every different ap- 
prebesfion, This is that peftalent 
GHEY aaa Spirit 
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Spirit that turns Religion into air 
of notion, and makes it intricate, 
and uncertain ; fubject to eternal 
quarrels, and obnoxious to Scep- 
tici{m, and Infidelity 5 That which 
{upplants charity,modefty, peace,and 
Meeknefs, and fubfticutes in theit 
room,Rage, Infolence, Pride, Bitter 
Zeal,Clamours, and Diwvifions, and 
all the oppofices of the Spirit of 
Chrift, and the Gofpel. So that, 
it depraves Religion, and makes it’s 
acred name an infirument to pto- 
mote the projects of the Kingdom 
of darkuefs by cankring men one a- 
gainft another, and inflaming theit 
Spirits, and crumbling them. inte 
Sets, and difturbing Societies; and 
f> it hinders the Progrefs of the 
Gofpel, and lays it open Co the 
(corns of unbelievers; 1¢ turnsmen 


‘| from the defire of prattifing to the 
) G4 itch 
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itch of ta/king and abufes them in- 
to this dangerous belief,that Godli- 
nefs contifts more in their beloved 
Oribodoxy , then ina fober vertue, 
and the exercife of Charity;itc makes 
them pert, and pragwatical, bufie 
about the Reformation of others , 
while they neglect their own Spi- 
rits; fancying a perfeGion in the 
fluency of the tongue, while the 
worft of paflions have the Empire 
of their Souls. Thefe are fome of 
the fad effe&s of the humour of 
di{puting, which hath done depla- 
rable execution upon Religion in 
all places, and times ; and there- 
fore ‘tis none Of the leaft fervices 
that can be affordedit, to deftroy 
thisevil genius; and there is no- 
thing, meerly humane, that con- 
tributes more towards the root- 
ing of it out of the world, than 
| the 
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the Free, and Real Philofophy. For, 


SECT. IL. 


(L)fl YOnverfe with Gods works 

gives us to fee the vaft 
difficulties that are to be met with 
in the fpeculation of ibems and 
thereby men are made lefs conft- 
dent of their fentiments about Na- 
ture, and by mavy contiderations 
and obfervations of this kind, are 
at length brought to fuch an habi- 
tual modefty, that they are afraid 
to pafs bold judgments upon 
thofe opinions in Religion, of 
which there is no infallible afiu- 
rance. 

And (II ) By the frequent exer- 
cifes of our minds, we come to 
be made fenfible how ezfily, and 
how oft we are deceived, through 

the 
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the fallibility of fenfe, and fort- 
nefs of our underftandings ; 5 
by Educ: 1t10#, Aiki hority, Interest, 
and ou: Afeciovs 5 and fo are 
dis. to a more prudent cold- 
nefs and diffidence in things of 
doubrfal fpeculation, by which 
the di/puting humour is deftroyed 
at the bottom. Befides which, 
Cif.) Whe Real Philofophy 
brings men in love with the Pra- 
tical knowiedge ; the more we 
have inployed our felves in xoti- 
on and Theory, the more we fhall 
be acquainted with their uacer- 
tainty; and our efteem, and re- 
gard of them wil! abate, as that 
fence increafeth, and by the fame 
Degrees our refpeét, and love to 
operative knowledge will advance 
and grow 3 wkich difpofition will 
incline usalfo ro have lefs regard 
to. 
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to niceties in Religion, and teach 
usto lay out our chief cares and 
endeavours for that knowledge 
which is Practical and ‘certain, and 
will aflift, and promote our ver- 
tue, and our happinefs 5 and im- 
cline us to imploy our felves in 
living according to 1t 3 which al- 
fo will be an effefiual means to 
deftroy the bumour of contending. 

And (IV.) Philofophy gives us 
afight of the canfes of out intel 
IeSiual diverfities, and fo takes us 
off from expeding an agresment 
in our apprehenfions ; whereby it 
difcovers the wrreafonableve!s of 


making harmony in opte the 
condition of Charity av On 5 
and of being angry, ava © ‘ing 
upon every differencion fests 


and hereby the buréfu ies 
of difpites are qualifies’, aie the 
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difeafe it felf is nuedermined. 
(V.) Ic inclines men to reckon 
(as was intimated before) that 
the Effential Principles of Religion 
lye in the plain, certain Articles. 
For Philofophers are difpofed to 
think, by converfe with Nature, 
that certainty is in very few things 3 
and whoever believes fo concerne 
ing the tenents of Theology, will 
not lay the main ftrefs upon 
any, but the clear, acknowledg’d 
Principles ; and he that doth that, 
ferves all the important concern- 
ments of Religion. He will not 
not wrangle tor every conceit 3 nor 
divide for every difference; but 
takes care to walk in the ways of 
Charity, Humble Obedience, and 
Confcionable practice of the Truths 
he knows and owns. By fuch a 
courfe the Church is fafe, and 
Schifins 
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| Schifms are prevented : Yea Po- 


ery is difappointed by it in moft 
ofthe confiderable things it hath 
to fay 3 which indeed arife from 
the confideration of the vaft di- 
verfities of opinions in Religion, 
that feem to infer the neccflicy of 
a Fudge of Controverfies to fetle 
mens minds in the right way, and 
to rectifie the confequent difor- 
ders ; whereas if this be ftood to, 
That the nece fary Chriftian Artis 
cles are plain, and acknowledo'd, 
There will be no need of a Fudge, 
and fo all the moft /pecious preten- 
fons of the Chureb of Rowe fink 
to the ground. | 
(VE.) The Real Philofophy 
tends to the ending of difputes, 
by taking men off from unneceffa- 
ry Terms of Art, which very often 
are occafions of great contefts: 


If 
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If chings were fiated in clear, and 
plain words, many . Controverfies 
would beat an end ; and the Phi- 
lofophy I am recommending, in- 
clines»men,to define with thofe 
that are fimpleft and plaineft, and 
thereby alfo very much promotes 
the intercfts both of truth and 
NACE 
Thus [have fhewn: briefly pe 
the real Phi! ofophy tends to the 
overthrow of the. pugnacious dif- 
2) puting humour, w hich is fo bure= 
| ful to Religion. To confrm 
ag which we may obferve,that where- 
yi | ever this fort of knowledge pre- 
| i} vails, the Contentions Divinity 
] i} lofeth ground, and "ewill behard 

| to find any of thofe Philofophers 
| a zealous Votary of a Sect :, which 
refervednels gives occafion indeed 


to ‘thofe that are fo,to accufe them. 
¢ 


a 
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of Atheifm, and Irreligtsn 5 but it 
is really no Argument of lefs 
Piety, but of more wifdom, and 
‘| conduct. 
uch for the advantage of Reli- 
gion, and their own, if chofe fierce 
men would underftand, that Chri- 


And ’cwould. make 


ftianity fhould teach them that, 
which they rail againft inthe F hi- 
lofopbers. 


But now I muft expead to hears 


SECT. If. 
(LTH HA T difpates ferve to 
ie difcover~ truth 3. as by 
the! collifio of two fliats one a- 
gainft another, thofe {parks are 
produced, and excited, that -be- 
foreawere latent in chem : So that 
che veul. Philofophy upon this: ac- 
count doth rather differve then 
pro- 


96 ©. LZ He Glow of God 


promote che concerns of Reli- 
gion. 

To which I anfwer, (I.) That 
all the zeceffary, materéal truths in 
Divinity are already difcover’d; |i! 
and we have no need of New — |jil 
Lights there, the Antienteft are |i 
trueft, and beft, though in the dif- | 


. —— 


quifitions of Philofephy there will jo 
be always occafions of proceed= |} ij: 
ing. ButI adde, (II-) Difputes jj 


are one of the worft ways to d:f- 
cover Iruth 3; If new things were 
to be found out in Religion, as_ | 
well as Nature, they would f{carce 


q | i be difclofed by this way of en- | 
Wa : quiry. Acala judgment, and di- Ip 
Hi ftinét thoughts, and impartial con- | i 
e fideration of many things, are ne- | i 
lM cefary forthe finding truth which || ki 
: | lyes deep, and is mingled up and jj 
| and down with much errour, and | ¢ 


{pecious 
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| fpecious falfhood ; and ‘tis bard, if 
not utterly impoffible, to prelerve 
“any one of thefe in the heat of dif- 


: putation. 


In fuch occafions the 
mind is commonly difordered by 
pafféon, and the thoughts are con- 
fufed, and our confiderations tyed 


to thofe things which give colour to 


our opinions. Weare biaft by out 
affections towards our own con- 
ceits, and our Jove to them 1s infla- 
med by oppofition ; we are made in- 
capable of entertaining the affi- 
fiance of our oppofites fuggeftions 
by ftroug prejudice, and inclined to 
quarrel with every thing he faith by 
fpight, and defire of triumph : and 


thefe are ill circumftances for the 


- difcovery of truth : Heis a wonder- 


ful man indeed that can thread a 
needle when he is at Cudgels in a 


crowd, and yet this is as eafie, as 
to 
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to find truth in the hurry of difpute. 
The Apoftle intimates, 1 Tin. VI. 
8. That perverfe Difputers are de- 


flitute of truth, and tells us, that of 


the ftrife of words come envy, rail- 
ings, evil furutifings, but no dif- 
covery of unknown wverities. 

But ({1.) we are commanded to 
contend earneftly for the faith that 
was once delivered to the Saints,and 


hereby Herefies are confuted, and 


overthrown. 

To this pretence fay, That a 
the Faith we are to contend for, I 
conceive, the E(jentials, and certain 
Articles are meant 5 Thefe we may, 
and we ought to endeavour to de- 
fend, and promote as there is occa- 
fion 3; and we have feen how the 
Real Philofophy will help our Rea- 
fons for that fervice. But pious 
contentions for thefe are not the dif- 


putings 
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putings 1 meant, for I defined the 
humour of difputing in the en- 
trance on this Head, to be that 
which is /téff in the belief of uncer- 
tain opinions, affirming them with 
confidence, and quarrelling with e- 
very different fentiment 5 To dif- 
pute about uch matters of donbtful 
Speculation, and in the manner {pe- 
cified,is no contending for the Faith, 
but the way to make /bipwrack of 
it. As for thofe other Difputes, 
that are requifite for the convin- 
cing men of the Traths of the Gof- 
pel, and the great Articles there- 
of ; and for the difproving Infide- 
lity and Herefie, they are necefla- 


ry, and Philofopby is an excellent. 


Infirument in fuch Contelts. 

So that thofe other objections 
that might be alledged againlt my 
Difcourfe from the zeceffzty of pro- 

H 2 ving 
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wing and trying our Faith, and con- 
vincing Hereticks ; From the ex- 
ample of our Saviour's difputing 
with the Doétors and the Sadduces ; 
and of S.Panlat Athens with the 
Fews ; Thefe little Cavils, I fay, 
and fuch like, can fignifie nothing 
to the difadvantage of what I have 
faid againft the humour of difputing 


about doubtful, and uncertain opi- | 


nions, to which the Real Philofophy 
is defirudlive. 

And thus I have fhewn under 
five material Heads, That the 
Knowledge of Nature, and the 
Works of God, promotes the great- 
eft interefts of Religzon ; and by the 
three laft it appears how Funda- 
mentally oppofite it isto all Schifm 
and F anaticifm,which are made up 
and occafioned by Superftition,En- 
shufiafia , and ignorant, perverfe 


difpu- 
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difputings. So that for Atheifts and 
Sadduces, and F anaticks to rail a- 
gainft Philofophy, is not at all 
ftrange ; "Tis no more than what 
may well be expected from fuch 
Cattel 3 Philofopbyis their enemy 5 
and it concerns them to di/parage 
and reproach it : But for Religious, 
and fober men to do any thing fo 
unadvifed, and fo prejudicial to 
Religion, is wonderful, and deplo- 
rable: To fet thefe right in theic 
Judgment about F hilofophical 1n- 
quiry into Gods Works, is the prin- 
cipal defign of thefe Papers ; and 
sn order to the further promoting 
of it, Ladvance to the laft Head of 
Difcourfe propofed, wiz. 


H 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


That the Minifters, and Profeffors of 


Religion ought not to difcourage 
Philofopby. The flanders and 
objections againft it, an{wered, 
vin. That of Atheifm, and the o- 
ther of its tending to the leffen- 
ing our value of the Ser7ptures, 
fully confuted. It reacheth no 
Do&rines contrary to Gods 
Word 3; Thofe of the motion of 
the Earth and terreftrial Nature 
of the Moon, confider’d, as they 


refer tothe Scriptures. 


SECT. tf. 


(IV) "Bhat the. Dinitters , 


Band profeflors of Re- 
Ligon 


a ne rer re a ee 
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ligion ought not to difcourage, 
but promote the Gnobiedge of 
Mature, and tye Toss of tts 
Alutho2. | 
This is the refule of the whole 
matter, and follows evidently from 
al] that went before, which though 
st will not infer a nccefliry of all 
mens deep {earch into Nature, yet 
this it will, Thatno Friend or Ser- 
vant of Religion fhould binder, or 
difcountexance {uch iaquiries. And 
though moft private Chriftians, 
and {ome publick Minifters have 
neither leifure, nor ability to look 
into matters of natural refearch, 
and inquificion ; yet they ought 
to think candidly, and wifh well to 
the endeavours of thofe that haves 
and ’tis a fiz, and a folly either in 
the one or other to cenfure, of 
difcourage thofe worthy underta- 
H 4 kings. 
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kings. Upon which accounts it 
grieves me to fee, how apt fome 
are, that pretend much to Religi- 
on, and fome that minifter in it, to 
load thofe that are fiudious of Gods 
Works with all the odious names 
that contempt, and {pight can 
fuggeft ; The Irreligion of which 
injurious carriage nothing can ex- 
cufe, but their ignorance 5 And I 
will rather hope that they neither 
know what they fay, nor what they 
do, than believe that they have any 
dire& defign againft the Glory of 
their Maker, or againft any lauda- 
ble endeavours to promote it. 

I know well, what mifchief pre- 
jedice will do,even upon minds that 
otherwile.are very boneft, and intel- 
ligent enough. Andthere are many 
common {landers, and fome plaufi- 
ble obje&tions inthe mouths of the 

Zealous 
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Zealous againft Philofophy, which 
have begot an ill opinion of it in 
well-meaning men, who have never 
examined thingsdeeply : For the 
fake of fuch, I fhall produce the 
moft confiderable allegations ot 
both forts, and I hope make fuch 
returns to them, as may be {ufhici- 
ent to {atisfie thofe whofe minds 
arenot barr'd by obftinacy, or ig- 


norance, 


SEG THs 


‘Speak firft of the bold, and broad 
flanders, among which, that 
(1.) OF Atheili is one of the 
moft ordinary ; But certainly ‘us 
one of the moft. #2juft accufations 
that malice, and ignorance could 
have invented ; ThisI need not be 
induftrious to prove here, having 
, made 
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made it appear that Philofophy. 1s 
one of the beft Weapons in the 
World to defend Religion rl 
it; and my whole Difcourfe is 

confutation of this {pighttul, dl 
ridiculous charge. °Tis true 1n- 
deed the men of the Epicurean fort 
have left God, and Prowidence out 
of their accounts ; But then other 
Philofopbers have (hewn what fools 
they arefor doing fo, and how ab- 
furd their pretended Philofophy is, 
in fuppofing things to have been 
made and ordered by the cafual 
hits of Atoms, in a mighty void. And 
though their general Do@rine of 
Matter, and Motion be exceeding 
ancient, and very accountable, when 
we fuppole matter was at firlt cre- 
ated by almighty Power , and it’s 
motions ordered, and directed by 
omnifcient Wildom 3 Yet the fup- 
pofal 
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pofal that they are independent,and 


‘eternal, is very precarious, and un- 


reafonable 5 Andthacall the regular 
motions in Nature, fhould be from 
blind tumultuous jambliags, ts the 


moft unpbilofophical phanfie, and 


ridiculous dotage in the wot ld ;So 


re 


that there is no reafon to accule 
Philofopby of a faule, which Philo- 
fopby {ufliciently fhames, and dif- 
proves; and yet I doubr there are 
many have great prejudice again{t 
it upon this {core 5 and ‘tis a parti- 
cular brand upon fome of the mo- 
dern men, that they have revived 


the Philofophy of Epicurus, which 


~ they think to be in it’s whole ex- 


tent Atheiftical, and irreligzous. 

To which I fay, that the opinion 
of the world’s being made by a for- 
tuitons jumble of Atonts, is tuptous 


and abominable. ‘Ibis thofe of 
E picurus 


Ic7 


108  EXHhe Glory of God 


Epicurus his elder School taught 5 
whereas the late Reftorers of the 
Corpufcularian Hypothefis hate,and 
defpife the vile Dotrine 5 But 
yet they thus far think the Atomical 
Philofopby reafonable, viz. as it 
teacheth, That the operations of Na- 
ture are performed by {ubtile fireams 
of minute bodies, and not by I know 
not what imaginary qualities, and 
forms + They think, That the va- 
rious motions, and figures of the 
parts of matter, are enough for all 
the Phenomena, and all the varie- 
ties, which with relation to our fen- 
fes we call fuch, and fuch qualities. 
But then they fuppofe, and teach, 
That God created matter, and isthe 
fupreme Orderer of its motions , by 
which all thofe diverfities are made + 
And hereby Piety, and the Faith of 
Providence is {ecured. 


This, 


ee 
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This,as fat as we know any thing 
of elder times, was the ancient Phi- 
lofophy of the World, and it doth 
not in the Jeaft grate upon any 
Principle of Religiow. Thus far I 
dare fay I may undertake for moft 
of the Corpufcularian P bilofophers 
of our times, excepting thofe of Mr. 
Hobb's way. 

And therefore I cannot but 
wonder that a perfon of fo much 
rea(on, learning, and ingenuity as 
Mr. Baxter, fhould feem to con- 
clude thofe Modern Philofophers 

under the name,and notion of fuch 
Somatifts, as are for meer matter, 
and motion, and exclude immaterial 
beings 3 This, I take ic, he doth in 
his Defence of the Souls Immortali- 
ty, at the end of his Reafons of Re- 
ligion : whereas thofe Philofophers, 
though they owne matter, and mo- 
, | tion 
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tion as the material and formal cau- 
fes of the Phenomena ; They do 
yet acknowledge Gods efficiency, 
and Government of all things, with 
as much ferioufnefs, and contend 
for it with as much zeal, as any 
Philofophers or Divines whatlo- 
ever. And ’tis very hard that any 
number of men fhould be expofed 
to the fulpicion of being Atheifts, 
for denying the Peripatetick Quali- 
ties, and Forms; and there 1s no- 
thing elfe overthrown by the Cor- 
pufcularian DoGtrines, as they are 
managed by thofe Philofopbers. So 
that methinks that Reverend Au- 
thor hath not dealt fo fairly with 
the great names of Des-Cartes, and 
Gaffendus, where he mentions 
them promifcuoufly with the meer 
Epicurean and Hobbian Somatifts, 
without any note to diftinguifh 
them 
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them from thofe Sadduces 5 For 
both thofe celebrared men have 
laboured much im afferting the 
grand Articlesof Religion againft 
the Infidel, and Athezft. 

This inadvertency of that pious 
Divine I thought fit to take notice 
of, becaufe I doubt fome may be 
mifled into an undue opinion of 
thofe excellent Perfons, and others 
of their way, by finding their 
names among thofe of an abborred 
Charater, in an Author of fo much 
note. I fay’tis for this reafon I 
have given this hint, and not out 
of any humour of oppoling or 
carping at thac worthy Man: No, 
Ichink he is to be honoured much 
for his flout, rational, and fuccefi- 
fuloppofitions of the mifchievous 
Antinomian follies, when the cur- 
rent Syftenatick Divinity , then 
calle 
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called Orthodox, was over-grown 
with them 3 for his frequent aflert- 
ing, and vindicating the Reafona- 
blenef? of Religion againft the mad- 
nefs of {preading Enthufiafm 5 for 
his earneft endeavours for the pro- 
notion of peace, and univer fal cha- 
rity, when ‘twas held a great crime 
not to be fierce in the way of a 
Se& 5 For his quick, piercing, and 
ferions praQical Writings : I fay I 
judge the Author, the flip of whole 
Pen ina thing relating to my Sub- 
jet, [have noted, to be a perfon 
worthy of great refoect ; and I can 
{carce forbear affirming concerning 
him as a learned Door of our 
Church did, That be was the only 
nian that {poke fenfe in an age of 
non-fenfe; He meant the only man 
that was reckoned among the peo- 
ple of chofe times, with the mange 
Oo 
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of which he contefted.. But Iam 
digrefs-d. 

The bufinefs of this SeQion hath 
been to fhewthat the charge of A-. 
tbeifm againft the Real Philo‘ ophy 


| isa grofs, and groundlefs (lander ; 


and I hope I have made good what 
I undertook. 


SECT. III. 


UT (2. )’tis alledg’d by fome, 
2 That Philofophy difpoferb men 
to defpife the Scriptures, or at leaft 
to negleEh the ftudy of them and up- 
on that account is to be exploded 
among Chriftians. 

To which Ifay, That Philofophy 
is the knowledge of Gods works,and 
there is nothing in Gods Works, 
that is contrary to bis Word, and 
how then fhould the fiady of the 

I 
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one incline men to defpife the other ? 
Certainly had there been any fuch 
intpious tendency in fearching into 
Gods Works to the leffening of 
our value of the Scriptures ; The 
Scripture it felf would never have 
recommended this fo much unto 
us, as we have feen itdoth. Yea 
indeed, this is fo far from being 
irue, that on the contrary, the 
knowledge of Gods Works tends in 
its proper nature to difpofe men 
to Jove, and veneration of the Scri- 
ptures ; For by converfe with Na- 
ture we are made fenfible of the 
Power, Wifdom, and Gooduefs of 
God, trefh inftances of which we 
fhall {till find. in all chings; And 
tis one great defign of the Scri- 
pture to promote the Glory of thefe 
Attributes : How then can he, that 
is much affe&ed with them, chufe- 
: | bue 
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but leve, and efteem thofe holy Re- 
cords which fo glorioufly illuftrace 
| the perfettions which he adusires ? 
Befides, by inquiry into Gods 
Works, we difcover continually 
how little we can comprehend ot his 
ways, and managements ; and he 
that is fenfible of this, will find 
himfelf more inclined to reverence 
the declarations of his Word, though 
they are beyond his reach, and though 
he cannot fathom thofe Myfteries, be 
is required to believe : Such a dil- 
pofition is necefiary for the fecu- 
ring our reverence to the Divine 
Oracles, and Philofophy promotes 
it much. 

So that though ‘tis like enough. 
there may be thofe that pretend to 
Philofophy who have lets venera- 
| tion, and refpect for the Scripture, 
} thanthey ought, yer that zpions 

‘ I2 dif- 
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difeftcem of thofe facred Writings 
is no effect of their Philofopby, but 
of their corrupt, and evil inclina- 
tions. And to remove the {candal 
brought upon natural wifdom by 
thofe Pretenders, ic may be obfer- 
ved, that none are more earneft, or 
more frequent in the proof, and re- 
commendation of the Authority of 
Scripture, than thofe of Philofo- 
phical inclination and genius, who 
by their publick capacity, and pro- 
feflion, have the beft opportunities 
to give teltimony to the honour of 
that Divine Book. 

And befides the many Sermons 
that are continually preach’t, (but 
no further publifb’t)by the Divines 
that are difpofed to this fort of 
knowledge, I may for inftance 
nention the excellent performan- 
of thofe incomparable Philofophers, 


the 
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the prefent moft learned Bifhop of 
Sarum ,and the defervedly famous 
Mr. Boyle : the former in the Effay 
before mentioned, and in a late 
clofe, fmart, and judiciows Sermon 
agiinft the Antifcripturifts 5 and in 
another annext againit Infrdeliy 
(newly Printed) hath wich great 
per[picuity , firenglh , and demon- 
firative order refuted and fhamed 
the pretenfions of the Infidel, and 
| roundly proved the Divine Au- 
| thority of the Holy Volume. And 
the other excellent Philofopner 
Mr. Boyle, in a moft elegant and 
learned Difcourfe concerning the 
Style of Scripture , hath vindicated 
thofe infpired Writings from the 
cavils, and exceptions of the zzce 
Wits of men of corrupt minds ; 
which perforueances of thefe two 
deep and pious Inquirers into 
Pow Gods 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
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Gods Works, may with better rea- 
fon be pleaded for the Piety of 
Philofopby in reference to the Seri- 
ptures 5 then the irreverences of 
any that pretend to natural wil- 
dom, canbe alledged againft it. 


SECT. IV. 


A) UT to juftifie the imputati- 
3 on of the differvice Philofo- 
phy doth Religion, and the Seri- 


plures, it may by fome be pleaded, 

That Philofophy, viz. that which 
is called the mew, teacheth Do- 
Grines that are contrary totheord 
of God, or at leaft fuch aswe have 
no ground from Scripture to be- 
lieve ; as for inftance , that the 
Earth moves , and that the Moon is 
of aterreftrial nature, and habita- 


ble; which opinions are fuppofed 


{0 


to be impious, and Antifcriptural. 

In return to this Objection I 
fay, 

(1.) Inthe general, That ‘tis 
true indeed, that Philofophy teach- 
eth many things which are not re- 
vealed in Scripture;for this was not 
intended to inftruc& men in the 
affairs of Nature, but its defigz 1s, 
to dire&t Mankind, and even thofe 
of the plaineft underftandings, in 
life, and manners, to propole to us 
the way of Happinefs, and the przz- 
ciples that are necefjary to guide us 
init ; withthe feveral motives, and 
inceurazements that are proper to 
excite our endeavours, and to bear 
them up againft al) difficulrzes and 
temptations. This, 1 tay, was the 
chief defign of that Divine Book 35 
and therefore ’tis accommodated, 
ia the main, to the moft ordinary 

T4 capac 
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capacities , and {peaks after our 
manner, and {uitably to fenfe, and 
vulgar conception. Thus we find 
that the Clouds are called Heaven, 
the Mooz one of the greater Lights, 
and the Stars mentioned ; as /efs 
confiderable : and the Stars alfo, 
Gen.1. We read of the going dawn 
of the Sua,and of the ends of the 
Earth, and of the Heavens, and di- 
vers other fuch expreflions are in 
the Scriptures, which plainly inti- 
mate unto us, That they do not 
concern themfelves to reétifie the 
miliakes of the vulgar, in Philofo- 
phical Theories, but comply with 
their zafirmities, and fpeak accord- 
ing as they can underftand. So 
that, 

(2.) No Tenent in Philofophy 
ought to be condemned, and ex- 
pioded, becaufe there may be fome 

. OCcCa= 
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occafional fayings in the Divine 
Oracles, which feem not to com- 
port with it 5 And therefore the 
Problems mentioned, concerning 


the Motion of the Earth, and terre- 


firial Nature of the Mooz, ought to 


be left to the Difquifttions of Phi- 
lofophy : The Word of God deter- 
mines #othing about them ; for 
thofe expreflions, concerning the 
running of the Sur, and its flanding 
ftill, may very well be interpreted 
as fpoken by way of acconmodati- 
on to fenfe, and common apprehen- 
fion, as “tis certain, that thofe of its 
going down, and running front one 
end of the Heavens to the other, and 


numerous refembling fayings , are 
fo to be underftood. And when 


*tis elfe where faid, That the foun- 


dations of the Earth are fo frxt, 
chat it cannot be. moved at any 
| tinre 


a Se a eee ana Aare yan 
NT ae Pe te oe =e 
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time, or to that purpofe ; “Tis fup- 
poled by Learned men, that no- 
thing elfe is meant than this, That 
the Earth cannot be moved from its 


Centre, which 1s no prejudice to the 


opinion of its being moved upon 
tt. 

And for the other Hypothefis of 
the Moon’s being a kind of Earth, 
the Scripture hath faid nothing of 
it on either hand 3 nor can its fi- 
lence be argumentative here, {ince 
we know, That all Mankind be- 
lieves many things, of which there 
is nO mention there: Asthat there 
are {uch places as China, and Ame- 
rica, That the Magnet attracts Iron, 
and diretis tothe North, and that 
the Sea hath the motion of Flux, 
and Reflux, with ten thoufand fuch 
other things dif{covered by Expe- 
rience , of which there is not the 


lealt 
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Jeaft hint in the Sacred Volume : 
And are not thefe to be believed, 
till they can be proved from Scri- 
ture ? this is ridiculoufly to a- 
bufe the Holy Oracles, and to ex- 
tend them beyond their proper bu- 
finefs and defign. And to argue 
again{t this fuppofal, as fome do, 
by Queries, What men are in that 
other Earth ? whether fallen ? and 
bow faved ? is very childifh and 
abfurd. He that holds the opinion 
may confefs his igaorance in all 
thefe things, without any prejudice 
to his Hypothefts of the Moon’s bes 
ing habitable 5 or the {uppofal of 
its being actually inhabited. For 
that may be, though no living man 
can tell the zature, and condition 
of thofe Creatures. 
But for my part, I affere neither 
of thefe Paradoxes; only I have 
| thought 


as ghee eo ice cree me ee nt 
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thought fit to fpeak thus briefly 
about them, that they may be left 
to the freedom of Philofopbical In- 
quiry, for the Scripture 1s not con- 
cerned in fuch Queries. And yet 
befides this, which might fuffice to 
vindicate the Neoterickh Methods of 
Philofopby from the charge of be- 
ing injurious to the Scripture in 
fuch inftances, Ladde 

(3.) The free, experimental Phi- 
lofophy which I recommend, doth 
not affirm either of thofe feared pro- 
pofitions. For neither of them 
have fo much evidence, as to war- 
rant peremptory, and dogmatical al- 
fertions. And therefore, though 
perhapsfome of thofe Philofopbers 
think that they have great degrees 
of probability, and fo are fit for 
Philofophical confideration ; Yet 
there are zone, that I know, that 
deter- 
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| determine they are certainties , and 
pofitive Truths. ‘Tis contrary to 
the genins of their way to do fo: 

§ And on the other hand, ‘tis a very ~ 
I obnoxious folly to conclude, That 
thofe opinions are fal/e, when no 
- one can be certazn that they are fo. 

But whether the ove, or the other 
be faid, Religion, and the Scriptures 
are not at all concerned. 

Thus briefly of the (lawders that 
are affixt upon Philofophy, vi. of 
sts Tendency to Atheifn, and difpa- 
ragement of the Scriptures. The 
other lefler ones are anfwered in 


the difcuffion of thefe. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Ocher Qbyeétions againft Philofophy 
an{wered, viz. That there is too 
much Curiofity in thofe Inqui- 
ries: That the Apofile gives a 
Caveat againft it : That the 
Firft. Preachers of the Gofpel 
knew little or nothing of it. A 
brief Recital of fome of the Ho- 
ly Men who are recorded in 
Scripture to have had skill in fe- 
veral parts of Philofophy. 


SEC ee: 
Bi befides thofe [lander ous 


imputations, there are {ome 
liccle vulgar plaufibilities precend- 
ed againft it alfo; It would be 
end- 
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| endlefs to recount all of them. The 
| chief are the fe that follow. 

| (L) There %s too much curiofity in 
| thofe inquivies 5 andS. Paul defired 
to know nothing but Chrift, and hin 
crucified. To which I an{wer, That 
what is blameable curiofity in things 
not worth our pains, or forbidden 
our ferutiny, is Duty, and laudable 
| endeavour in matters that are 


| weighty and permitted to our 


_ | fearcb. So that nothing can be 
| faftned upon the Philofophical Iz- 
"| quifitions into Nature on this ac- 
count, till it be firft proved, That 
a diligent obfervance of Gods 
Goodnef%, and Wifdom in his Works, 
in order tothe ufing them to his 
| glory, and the benefit of the world, 
| is either prohibited , or imperti- 
nent. 

There isindeed fuch a depth in 


nature, 
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nature, that itis never like to be 


throughly fatbomed ; and fuch a 


darknefs upon fome of Gods 
Works, that they will not in this 
world be found out to perfection : ° 
But however, we are not kept off 
by any exprefsnefs of prohibition 5 
Nature is no Holy Mouut that ought 
not to be touched 5 yea, we are 
commanded, To fearch after wif- 
dom, and particularly, after this, 
when we are fo frequently called 
upon to celebrate our Creator for 
his Works, and are encouraged by 
the {uccefs of many that have gone 
before 3 For many fhall go to and 
fro, and [cience fball be increafed. 
So that our z7quiries into Nature 
are not forbidden ; and he that faith 
they are frivolous, and of no ufe, 
when the Art of the Omnifcient is 
the objeG,and his glory & the good 


of 
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of men, the end, afperfeth both 
the Creator and the Creature , and 
contraditts his duty to both. 

As for the latter claufe of the © 
Objeélion which urgeth that fpeech 
of S. Paul, of his defiring to know 
nothing but Chrift and him crucifi- 
»| ed, 1 Cor. II. 2. IT return to it; 
ye | That he chat thall duely confider 
|. | the difcourfe of che Apoftle in the 
verfe before, and thofe that fuc- 
ceed, will perceive, That in this 
— expreflion, he only flights the af- 
_ fected eloquence of the Orators, and 
| Khetoricians ; He {poke in plain- 
nefs and fimplicity, and not inthofe 
zuticing words of mans wifdon , 
which he defired either not to know 
_ atall, or not in comparifon with the 

| plain DoGrines of the Gofpel. Or, 
. | if any fhould take the words in the 
largeft {enfe, then all fores of hat. 

/ K I? ik IE 
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mane Learning, and all Arts and 
Trades are fet at nought by the | 
Apoftle ; And if fo, the meaning 
can beno more than this, That he 
preferred the knowledge of Chrift 
before thefe ; For ’tis ridiculous 
to think that he abfolutely flighted 
all other Science. The knowledge 
of Chrift is indeed the chiefeft, and 
moft valuable wifdom, but the 
knowledge of the Works of God hath 
hath its place alfo, and ought not 


quite to be excluded and de{pifed: 
Or, if Philofopby be to be flighted, 
by this Text, all other knowledge 
whatfoever muft undergo the fame 
Fate with it. 


But it will be urged. 
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MS EO EST. 


CES Cil. ) Hat there is a particular — 


caution given by the Ae 


| poftle againft Philofophy, Col. Il. 8. 
| Beware left any one [poil you through 


i 
5 
| 
| 


fh Philofopby. 


To this IT have faid elfewhere, 
That the Apoftle there means e1- 
ther the pretended knowledge of 
the Guofticks,the Genealogies of the 
Fews, or the difputing Learning of 
the Greeks 5 and perhaps he might 


| have a refpe& to all of them. That 


| the difputing Philofophy of the 
| Greeks is Concerned in the caution, 
| will appear very probable, if we 
| confider , That much of it was 
| built on meer notion, that occafion- 
| ed divifion into manifold Seéts , 
| which managed their matters by 


K2  Sophi- 
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Sopbiftry, and Difputations, full of 


nicety and maxes of wit ; and 
aimed at Jittle, but the pride of my- 
flevious talk of things,. that were 
not really underftood. Such a 
Philofopby the Apoftle might juffly 
condemn, and all wife men do the 
fame, becaule 'tis very injurious to 
Religion, real Kuowled¢e, and the 
Peace of men. But what is this to 
that, which medeftly inquires into 
the Creatures of God, as they are ; 
That collects the Hiftory of his 
Works, vailing obfervations from 
them for the difcovery of Canfes, 
and inweution of Arts, and belps for 
the benefit of Mankind ? What 
vanity ; what prejudice to Religion 
can be fuppofed in thy ? Is this, 
chink we, that Philofophy, that wi f- 
dom of this world, which the great 
Apofile cenfures and condemns ? 
He 
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He is bold that faith it,{peaks arhing 
he knows not, and.might, if he 
leafed, know the contrary ; Since 
the Method of Philofophy I vindi-. 
cate, which proceeds by obferva- 
tion and experiment to works, and 
ufes of life, was not, if at all, the 
way of thofe times in which the 
Apofiles lived, nor did it begza to 
thew it felf in many Ages after 5 
| and therefore cannot be concerned 
-|°in S. Paul's Caution to his Colof- 


is) feans 5 nor tn his finartnefs againft 


worldly wifdom el{ewhere, for by 
that we are to underftand, the 
Fetches of Policy, the Niceties of 
Wit, and Strains of Rhetorick that 
were then engaged again{t the 
progrefs of the Gofpel : But what 
is all this, tothe Philofopby of Gods 
Works ; which illuftrates che Di- 
vine glory, and comments upon his 


INi'3 per- 
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bags and promotes the great 
defion of Chriftianity, which is doug | 


£ood; and in its proper nature tends 
to the difpofing of mens minds to 
Vertue, and Religion? 


SECT. III. 


AyUT CIT.) If Philofophy be 
2 » fo excellent an Inftrument to 
Religion, it may be askt ( and the 
Gilehion will have the force of an 
Objeftion) why the Difciples and 
frft Preachers of the Gofpel were 
not inftrucied in it 3 They were 
plain, illiterate men, altogether unac- 
quaintead with thofe fublimities 3 
God chofe the foolifb things of this 
world, to confound the wife. So that 


it eevis he did not walue this kind of | 


wifdom fo much as our difcourfe 
fees to iuply. 
Bue 
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But this choice that the Divine 
Wifdom made of the Publifhers of 
the glad Tydings of Salvation,is no 
more prejudice, or difcredit to 
Philofophy, than it 1s to any other 
fort of Learning 3 and indeed 'tis 
none at all toeither: Forthe /pe- 
cial reafons of Gods making this 
choice, feem fuchas thefe,vix.That 
his power might more evidently 
appear in the wonderful propaga- 
tion of the Religion of Chrift fe- 
fs, by fuch feemingly ungualified 
inftruments ; That the World 
might not /ufpec ic to be the con- 
trivance of wit, fubtilty, and Art, 
when there was fo much plainnefs, 
and fimplicity in its firfé Promo- 
ters. And perhaps too it was done 
in contempt of the wain and pre- 
tended knowledge of the Jews, and 
Greeks, over which the plainnefs of 
K 4 the 
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the Gofpel was made glorioufly to 
triumph. And to thefe I adde, 
that it might be to thew, That God 
values fimplicity, and integrity a- 
bove all watural perfe&ions , how 
excellent foever. So that there 


being fuch fpectal Reafons for the 


| affair on foot in the world, it can 
] be no difparagement to the know- 
H ledge of Nature, that it was not be- 
gun by Philofopbers. And to 
counter-argue this Topick, we may 
confider, That 

The Patriarchs,and Holy men of 
ancient times that were moft in the 
Divine favour, were well inftru&- 
i ed inthe knowledge of Gods Works, 
TH and contributed to the good. of 
Wi men by their #feful difcoveries,and 
| Bi) | zuventions. Adam was acquaint- 
an ed with the Nature of the Crea- 
ei. , : tures 3 


Oe 
—s, e 


te a mare I ate ere ss Mle leas 


hufing plain men to fet this grand 


in His CUloks, 137 
tures ; Noaba Planter of Vineyards, 
Abrabam (as Grotius collects from 
ancient Hiffory ) a great Myffes in 
the knowledge of the Stars : Ifaac 
profperous in. Georgicks. ‘Facob 
bleffed in his Pbilofophical Strata- 
gem of the fpeckled Rods. Mofesa 
great man in all kinds of natural 
knowledge. Bexaliel , and Aboliab 
infpiced in ArchiteCure. Solomon 
a deep Naturalift, and a Compofer 
of a voluminous Hiftory of Plants. 
Daniel, Hananiab, Mifbael, and 
Axariab, skilled in all Learning, 
and Wifdom ; Ten times better, 
faith the Text, than the Magicians, 
and Aftrologers in Nebuchaduex- 
xar's Realm 3; And to accumulate 
no more inftances, the Philofopbers 


of the Zaft made the firft addrefles 


ro the Infant Saviour. 
CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 


ire’ we {ee upon the whole, 
_ That there is no thadow of 
Realon why we fhould difcourage, 
Ot oppofe modefE inquiries into the 
Works of Nature; and whatfoever 
zgnoraut zeal may prompt the com- 
mon {ott to, methinks thofe of ge- 
nerous education fhould not be of 
{o perverfe a frame. Efpecially it 
becomes not any that minif-er at 
the Altar, tado fo great a dif- 
fervice to Religion » as to pro- 
mote {9 unjufta conceit as that of 
Philsfophy’s being an enemy un- 
tO if. 

The Philofopbers were the Priefts 
among the Lgyptiens, and feveral 


other 
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other Nations in ancient times 5 
and there was never more need, 
that the Priefts fhould be Philofo- 
phers, than in ours 5 For we are 
liable every day to be called out 
to make good our Foundations ae 
gainft the Atherft, the Sadduce, and 
Enthufiaft 5 and ’tis the knowledge 


of God in his Works that muft fur-" 


nifh us with fome of the moft pro- 
per Weapons of Defence. Hard 
names, and damning fentences ; the 
arrows Of bitter words, and raging 
paffions will not defeat thole Sons 
of 4nsk 5 Thefe are not fit Wea- 

ons for our warfare. No, they 
muftbe met by a Reafon inftruc- 
edin the knowledge of things, and 
fought in their own Quarters, and 
their Arms muft be turned upon 
themfelves ; This may be done,and 
the advantageisallours. We have 


freel, 
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fieel, and brafs for our defence; and 
they have little elfe than twigs, and 
bull-rufbes for the affault ; we have 
light, and firm ground, and they 
are loftin fmoak, and wifts ; They 
tread among Bogs, and dangerous 
Fens, and reel near the Rocks, and 
_Steeps. And fhall we defpife our 
advantages, and forfake them ? 
Shall we reliquifh our ground, 
and our light, and muffle our felves 
up indarknefs ? Shall we give our 
enemies the Weapons, and all the 
odds ; and fo endeavour to infure 
their Triumphs over us? This is 
fottifoly to betray Religion, and 
our felves. 

If this Difcourfe chance to meet 
with any that are guilty of thefe 
dangerous follies, ic will, I hope, 
convince them, That they have no 
reafon to be afraid of Philofopby, 


or 
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or to defpife its aids inthe concerns 

of Religion. And for thofe, who 

never yet thought of this part of . 
Religion to glorifie God for his. 
Works, 1 with ic may awaken them 

to more attentive confideration of 
the wifdow and goodne/s that 1s in 

them; and fo excite their pious 
acclamations. And to encourage 

them to it, I fhall adventure to 

add, 

That it feems very probable, 
that much of the matter of thofe 
Hallelujah's and trinmphant Songs, 
that fhall be the joyful entertain- 
ment of the bleffed, will be taken 
from the wonders of Gods Works 3 
and who knows, but the coatempla- 
tion of ibefe, and God in chem, (hall 
make up a good part of the im- 
ployment of thofe glorified Spi- 
rits ; who will then have incon- 

ceivable 
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ceivable advantages for the fearch- - 
ing into thofe effets of Divine 
Wifdom, and Power, beyond what 
are poflible for us mortals to at- 
tain. And thofe difcoveries which 
for ever they fhal! make in that 
immenfe Treafure of Art, the Uni- 
werfe, mult needs fill their Souls 
every moment with pleafant afto- 
nifhment, and inflame their hearts 
with the ardors of the higheft love, 
and devotion, which will breathe 
forth 1n everlafting thank faivings. 
And thus the ftudy of Gods Works 
joyned with thofe pious fentiments 
they deferve, is a kind of partial 
anticipation of Heaven; And next 
after the contemplations of his 
Word, and the wonders of his Mer- 
cy dilcovered in our Redemption, 
it is one of the beft, and nobleft 
imployments ; the moft becoming 

a 


a reafonable Creature , and fuch a 
one, as is taught by the moft rea- 
fonable , and excellent Religion in 
the World. 
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“NOTE eal Bogs aaa 


4 ‘He following Difcourfe Was 

BO  ferft fent abroad incogni- 
to, and EF had thoughts that it 
fbould fo have continued 5 But my 
Rook-feiler defiriug another Ympref- 
fion of it, ‘hath perfwaded me to let 
it beannext to the former Difcourfe 3 
to which Iwas the eafier induced, be- 
caufe the Subjects, and DeGizns are 
of kine In the other Treatife I 
now, and then refer to this, and 
quote..fome.things frou. it, which 
need not have been done, if I bad 
thought of putting them abroad toge- 
ther, aS I did wot, when I writ that 


Effay. This, 


To the Reader. 

This, that follows, was a Vifita- 
tion Sermon ; 7 printed it for area- 
fou I would mention, but thea l muft 
write more than Lam difpofed to do 
at prefent. It found better Acce- 
ptance among wife, and confi deting 
men, than lexpetted : If my Reader 
bring capacity to it, I deftre. be would. 
confider it attentively too, for I 
would not have it looked be as A 
loofe Harangue. to be run over. in 


bafte 3 but as a Difcourfe that icone 


tains fome THoughts, and fach as 


| phanji e may fi erve we airy bachefte 
of Religion. 


Ron XU: iss latter part W: 
: beriges. | 


ii W. hich isyour real onable Serwice, 


(HERE is. nothing, 
that I know, hathdone 
fo much mifchief to 
Chriftianity, as the dif- 

paragement of Reafon, under pre- 

rence of refpeét, & favour to Keli 

gives fincehereby the very Founda- 

tions of the Chriftian Faith have bin 

undermined, and the World pre- 
I, 2 
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paredfor Atheifu. For if Reafon 


~muft' not be heard, the Bene of a 


G O 1: ‘and the Aut horit} @) F Scri- 


piure can neither be ig oved. nor 


. defended and fo our Faith ie 


to the ground,, like a hone that 
hath no foundation. Bc ides, by 
this way, thofe fickly conceits, and 
Enthuftaftich dreams, and uy ifo und 
Dotirines, that have poyfoned our 
Air, and infatuated the minds of 
men, and expofed Religion to the 
foorn of Infidels, and divided the 
Church, and difturbed the peace of 
maakind, and involved the Nation 
in {fo alien blood, and {o man 

Ruines , I fay he reby, all thefe fa- 
tal Follies, that have heen the oc- 
cafions af fo many mifebiefs, have 
Been pr epasated, and promoted. 

So that I may afirm boldly, That 


bere 1s the Spatmeheel of moft of 


the 
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the waters of bitternefs, and firife 3 
and here the Fountain of the great 
Deeps of Atheifi, and Fanaticif{m, 
that are broken up upon us. 

Aid now, to damme up this 


fource of mifchiefs, by reprefenting 


the fuzr agreement that 1s between 
Reafon . and Religion, is the molt 
feafonable fervice that can be done 


unto boib ; fince hereby, Religion 


will be ref{cued from the Luipious 
acculation of its being groundlefs, 
and amuaginary: And reafon allo de~ 


fended, againht the anjuft charge of 


thofe, a would make this beave 
of God, prophane, and irreligious. 
This { {hall endeavour at chis times 


and [think ic proper work for the . 


occafion, now that [have an op- 
portunity of {peaking to You Re- 
verend F athers, and Brethren of the 
Clergie 3 For ‘tis from the Pulpit, 
L 3 Reli- 


ea 
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Religion hath received thofe wouhds 
through the fides of ihe ; Ido 
not fay, andI'donot think , Ithath 


fiom yours ; But we ae , that 


indifcreet , and bot Preachers that 
had entertain’d vain, and ‘unreafo- 
nable Doctrines, which they had 
made an intereff, and the badges of 
a Party; perceiving that their dar- 
ling opinions could not ftand, if 
Reafon, their enemy, were nor dif- 
credited ; They {ct up a loud cry 
againit Reafon, as the great adver- 
jary ot free-Grace, and Faith, and 
ZtaleaH endeavoured ‘to run it 
cown, under the ‘mif-applied 
names of Vain Philofopby , Carnal 
Reafoning, and the If ifdim of ibis 
World: And what hath been the 
iflue of rhofe cantings, we have 
fadly, feen., and ver So ine 
think, ‘tiszow the duty of all fo- 


hg 
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ber, and reafonable men to rife up 


avaintt chis fpirtt of Folly, and ‘t- 


fatuation : and fomething I -fhall 


attempt at prefenc, by fhewing, 
char Reafon tS herp ferbiceable 
fo Religion ; and Religion berp 
fcricndlp fo Reafon ; both which 
are included in thefe words of ‘the 
Apofile, 
WHICH IS TOUR 
REASONABLE |S:E K- 
VICE. 

He had proved in thepreceding 
pare of this Epiftle, Phat-the Gof- 
pel-was the only way of ibappine/s, 
and bere, he enters upon the appli- 
cation of this Doétrine, and «ffe- 
Stiowately ‘exhorts his: Romans., to 
conform themfelves unto it. £ 
befeech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you prefent 
your-bodies : By which, no.doubr, 

Ls“ he 


Ps cena NOE uments at ree oe ee a. 
a oe en — . . ' . 
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he means, their whole perfons, For 
they are tobe a. living facrifice 3 
Living, in oppofition to the dead 
fervices of the Ceremonial Law 3 
Holy, acceptable nnto God, in oppo- 
fition‘to thofe legal: performances, 
that had no intrinfick goodnefs in 
them, and were not acceptab!e zow 
that their zftitutien was determi- 
ned. And the motives whereby 
he enforceth his exbertatioz , are 
ibefe two, wiz. The mercies of 
GOD, which the Gofpel hath 
brought, and propounded 3 I be- 
feech you, brethren, by the mercies o 
God ; And the reafonablenefs of 
the thing it {elf that he urgeth 
them to, ---- Which is-your rea{o~ 
nable fervice. , 

My bufinefs is wich this Latter, 
and Linfer from ic: 3 

ALVat Weligion is a reafoc 

nabic song, = AN 
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IN treating of this Propofition, 
I fhall | 
(I.) State what I mean by Relj- 

100, and 2 what by Kea ‘On. | 

(I1.) I feall dé -monftrate their 
harmony, and agreement. 

(ILE) Indea avour tov difable the 
main Objeciions that are alledged a= 
gainft the ufe of Keafun, in the afe 
fairs of Faith. And | 

(LV.) Ivrprove all by fome Infe- 


rences, and Advices. 


T O BEGIN with the firff, 
the fetling the diftingt eg of 
Religion, and Reafon. We know 
there is nothing in fe matter of 
enquiry, or debate that can be 
difcovered, or determined till the 
Terms of the Queftzon are explain- 
ed, and their Notions fetled. The 
want of this, hath been the occa- 
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fion of a great pare of thofe Coz- 
fufions we find in Difputes, and 
particularly moft of the Clamours, 
that have been raifed againftKea- 
fon in the affairs of Religion, ‘have 
{prung from mens miftakes of the 
wature of both. ‘For while ground- 
lefs opinions, ‘and ‘unreafonable 
practices are often ‘called Relé- 
gion on the one ‘hand; and wain 


imaginations, and falfe confequen- | 


ces ate as frequently ftiled Reafon 
on the other; ‘Tis no wonder that 
fuch a Religion ‘difclaims the #fe of 
Reafow, or that fuch Reafon ts op- 
‘pofite to Religion. Therefore, in 


order to my fhewing the'agreement | | 


between true Religion, and genuine 
Reafon, I fhall, with al} the elear- 
nef that Ican, reprefent the juft 
meaning of the one, and of the 
other. 


FOR 
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FOR Religion Firf ; the 
name fignifies Binding, and fo im- 
ports duty ; and all duty is com- 
piled under thefe two Generals, 
Wor fbip, and Virtue; Wor fhip com- 
prehends all our duties towards 


God ; Virtue all thofe, chat relate 


co our Niéghbour , or our felves. 
Religion then primarily confifts in 
thefe, which are the fum of the 
Lay, and the Prophets. But duty 
cannot be performed, without 
knowledge, and fome Principles 
there mult be,that muft dire thefe 
Praétices ; And thofe that difcover, 
and direct men in thole aGious of 
du'y, ate called Principles of Reli- 
gin. Thefe are of two forts, vic. 
Some are (1.) Fundamental, and 
Effential ; others (2.) acceffory , 
and affifliag. Fuadamental is a 
Metepbor taken from the foundation 
of 
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of a building ; upon which the 9} 
F abrick fiands, and without w NN a) 
it muft fink to the ground : 
that Fundamental ee are 7] 
fucb, asare [uppofed to the duties 
of Religion, one or more; and | 
fuch as are abfo te neceffary to | 
the performance Ol f chem m re/ pe ettive- 4 " 
fy: Of chis fort I mention four, 

ViZ. ar, 

(L) hat there is a God of 

infinite perfection, The beliefof Jy 
this, ts abfolutely Hecejj ary CO all the a 
parts of Religion. 


C1.) Lat the ave fianers and 
erpoted to his difpleafure, This ” 
is necefary to confeffion of fins, and 
repentance 5 parts of Wor/bip. 


CU.) Lhat God ts our Paz 
Ger, aid the Author of at or 
biel: 
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bielfiiigs, This is neceffaryto the 


Duties of Prayer, Praife, and Ado- 
ration. 


| (IV.) Lhatl there is Qporat 
| GND, and Chil, Wichoue this 
_ there can be no Charity, Humility, 


i fuflice, Purity 5 or the reft. 
Thefe Propofitions, \ fay, are 


Fundamentals ot Religion, for it 
fuppofetb, and flands. pon thew. 
There are others, which are not fo 
abfolutely neceffary asthefe, but yet 
very ivcouraging , and belpfud 3 
reckon Four here allo : Viz. 


(1.). THAT God will pardox 
HS, if we rep CB ly: 


@. ) THAT be will affift us, 


5 


me endeavour. 
(.) THAT be will accept of 
Ser vices that ave imperfect , if bo, 
Aare fiitce: res 
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C4.) kHA T be will reward, or. 


punifb., in another world according 
to what we bave done in this. 


This 1 count to be the fum of #ihi 
Religion general : and Chriftianity, 
takes. in a// chofe Duties ; and all 
the Principles 5 advancing the } 
Duties to nobler meafures 5 and 
incouraging them by new motives, 
and affiftances , and fuperadding 
two other inftances, Baptifm, and 
the Lords Supper. And for the 
Principles, it confirms thofe of na- 
tural Religion and explains them 
further, amd difcowers fome few 
new ones 3 And all thefe’, both of 
the former, and the Jatter fort, are 
contained inthe Creed, Here are 
all che Fundamentals of Religi- 
on, and the main allifting Princi- 
ples allo. And I call nothing elfe 
. Reli« 


o= 


of 
nl 
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i) Religion, but plain Duties , and ; 


i) thefe acknowledged Princi ples. And 
‘though our Church require our af- 
ifent to more Propofitions 5 yet 
| thofe arc only Articles of Conzmuni- 
| on, not Do€irines abfolutely neceffa- 
ry to Salvation. And if we go 
beyond the Creed for the Effentials 
of Faith ; who can tell where you 
thall top ? The fum is, Religion 
i} primarily is Duty ; And dutyis Alf 
that which God hath commanded to 
| be done by his Word, or our Rea- 
fons ; ; and we have ee fubftance 
of thefein the Commandments ; 
| Religion allo in a fecondary fenle 
_confifts in fome Principles relating 
to the Wor foip of God, and of bis 
Son, in the ways of Eis. and 
| virtnous living ; and thefe are com- 


.} prifed in chac Summary of belief 


called the {patties Creed. 


bis 


5) 
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This ¥ take to be Religion; and 
this Religion \ fhall prove to be 
reafonable : But 1 cannot under- 
take for all the Opzaions fome men 
are pleafed to call Orthodox ; nor 
for all thofe that by many private 
perfons, and fowe Chirches are 
counted effenttal Articles of Faith, 
and Salvation. Thus [have Rtaced 


what I mean by Religion. 


THE OTHER thing to be 
determined, and fixt, is, the proper 
Notion of Kea on. 

' For this youmay pleafe to con-. 
fider , that Reafon is fometimés ta- 
ken for Reafon inthe Faculty,which 
is the © Underf anding 5 and at o- 
ther times, for Reafon i in the objeé#, 
which confifts in thol e Principles, 
and Conclufions by which theUn- 

derfianding is itformed. ‘This lat- 
! ter 
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| ter 1s meant in the difpute concern- 
| ing the agreement, or difagreement 
of Reafon, and Religion. And 
Reafon in this fenfe, is the fame 
with watural truth, which I faid is 
| made up of Principles, and Conclu- 
fons. By the Principles of Rea/ox 
we are not to underftand the 
Grounds of any mans Philofopby 5 
nor the Critical Rules of Syllogifm 3 
| but cthofe imbred fundamental nos 
tices, that God hath implanted in 
| ourSouls ; fuchasarife not from 
_ external objeGis, nor particular hu- 
| mours, or imaginations 5 but are 
.|) immediately \odged in our minds 5 
| independent upon other principles 
Door deductions 5 commanding a fud- 
Gg den affent 5 and acknowledged by 
fall fober mankind. 
OF this fort are thefe. 


M That 
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That Gods a Being of all perfe- 
tion, 
That nothing bath no Attributes. 
That a thing cannot be, and not be. 
That the whole is greater than 
any of its parts. And fuch like 
others, which are anto Us, what 
inflins are to other Creatures. 


Thefe Icall the Principles of Rea- 


fon. The Conclufions are thofe 


other zotices, that are inferred 
rightly from thefe, and by their belp | 
from the obfervatious of fenfe;And § 


the remoteft that can be conceived, 


of all thefe, if it be rightly inferred 


from the Principles of Reafon, or 9 
duely circumftantiated fenfe, is as¥ 
well to be reckoned a part and§ 
branch of Reafon,as the more im-) 
mediate Concluftons, that are Prin- | 


ciples in refpe& of thofe diftant@) , 


truths. And thus Ihave given an 
account 
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account alfo of the proper zotion, 
and ature of Reafon. 

I AM to fhew next (2) hat 
Religion is realonable ; and chis 


implies two things, vx. That Rea- 


| fonis a friend to R Nivion\ ; and that | 


Religion is fo to Reafon. From thefe 
two, refults their corre/pondence, 
and agreement. 


I begin withthe FIRS T: and 


| bereY might eafily thew the great 


congruity that there is between that 
fight, and thofe Laws, that God 


hath placed in our Souls 5 and 


I the duties of Religion that by the 


expre(fne/s of his written Word he 
requires from us; and demonftrate 
that Reafon teacheth All thofe, ex- 
cepting only the two Pofitives, 
rae aah and the boly Encharift. 
But there 1s not fo much need of 
turning my difcourfe that way 5 
M3 ang 
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and therefore J fhall confine it to 
the Principles of Religion, which 
are Called Faith , and prove that 
Reafon mightily befriends thefe. 


It doth this (I. ) By proving 9”, 
fome of thole 2inciples ;& C1.) 7° 
By defending all. For the clear- |” 
ing both thefe, you may confider, | 
That the Principles of Religion are |” 


of two forts: Either (1.) fuch as 


are prefuppofed to Faith 3 or fuch i 


r 
 , 
| 
{ if 
\ ib 


i 
, 


as (2.) are forweal Articles of it. 
OF the firff fort are ; The Becug | 
of a God and the Authority of the 


Scripture. And of the fecond, fuch y 
as are exprefly declared by Divine |" 


Teftimony ; As the Attributes of | 


God 5 the Incarnation of bis Son, 
and {uch like. 


(I.) For the former they are | 
proved by Reafon 5 and by Reafon | 


only. The others we fhall confider 
CL) That | 
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(1.) That the Being of a God, 
ih | the foundation of all, is proved by 
lat | Aeafow, the Apoftle acknowledg- 

eth, when he faith, That what was 
t | to be known of God, was manifeft 5 
| and to the Heathen, Rom.I. XIX. 
4.) and headds, verf. XX. That the in- 


a 
ly | -vifible things from the Creation of 
“ the World, are clearly feen, being 


.,| underftood by the things that are 
»4) made. And the Royal Plalmift 
{| {peaks to the like purpofe, Pial. 


n | XIX. The Heavens declare the Glory 
. of God, and the Firmament fhewetb 


pp bis bandy works. And again, Pfal. 
148. 3. Praife bim Sun and Moon, 
f | praife him ye Stars, and Light ; 

| which intimates, that thefe Works 
| of bis afford matter to our reafons 
| for religious acknowledgments. 
| And Reafon proves the exiftence of 
| God, from the beauty, and order, 
| M 3 and 
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and ends, and wfefulnefs of the 


Creatures 3 forsthefe are demon- 
firative Arguments of the being of © 
a wife, and ommpotent mind, that 
hath framed all things fo orderly, 
and exa&ly 5 and that mind is God. 
This Article then, Reafox proves, | bt 
which was the firft branch of the fy 
particular 5 and I add, that jt is | | 
Reafon only that can do it ; which |); 
_wasthe other. This you will fee | ( 
when you confider, that there are | {y 
but three things from whence the fon 
exiflence of any Being can be con- bore 
cluded, wiz. Senfe, Revelation, or | Si 
Reafon. 1 $i 
For Senfe,it hathno more to do 1 Ch 
here but to prefent matter for our | vic 
Reafous to work on; and Revels || to 
tion [uppofeth the Being of a God, ) |, 
and cannot prove it; for we can | 
have no fecurity that the Revelation 
is 
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| is true, till we are aflured it is from 
| God; or from fome Commiffioned 
by bim. The knowledge of his 
| Being therefore, muft precede our 
F aith in Revelation ; and fo cannot 
be deduced from it. Thus Reafon 
| befriends Religion by laying its cor- 
ner flone. | 

And the next to this is the other 
Principle mentioned. 
| (IL) The Divine Authority of 
| Scripture. This alfo1s to be pro- 
wed by Reafon, and only by It. The 


“— great Argument for the truth of 


Scripture is the Teftimony of the 
Spirit in the Miracles wrought by 
Chrift, and his Apoftles. Our Sa- 
viour himfelf ufeth this Argument 
to gain credit to his Doctrines, Be- 
liewe me for the works fake 5 The 
works that I do bear teftimony of mes 


and if L-had not done among them 


M 4 the 
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the works that no other man did, 
they had had no fin, Joh. XV. 24. 
And the Apoftles continually urge 
that great Miracle, the Refurrection 
of Chrift from the dead for the 
conviion both of the Zews, and 
Gentiles, That he was the Son of 
God ; and his Do€ttrines true. Now 
Miracles are an Argument to our 
Reafons, and we reafon from them. 
thus : Miracles are Gods Seal, and 
they are wrought by his Power, 
and He is trua, and good, and 
would not lend thefe to Impoftors 
to cheat, and abufe mankind. 
Therefore whoever works real Mi- 
racles for the confirmation of any 
DoGirine, it 1s to be believed that 
He is taught of God, and Commi{fio- 
ned toteach us. And that Chriff, 
and his Apoftles did thofe things 
which are recerded of them, 1s 

matter 
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| matter of Teftimony 5; and Reafon 
clears the walidity of this, by the 
aggregation of multitudes of Cir- 
cumftances, which fhew, that the 
ferfé Relators could not be deceived 
themfelves, and would not deceive 
us ; nor indeed could in the main 
matters, if they had defigned it. 
And the certainty of the conveyance 
of thefethingsto us is evinced alfo 
by numerous convittive Reafons : 
So that, the matter of fatt is fecure 5 
and that fuch Doé&rines were 
tangbt, as are a{cribed to thofe di- 
vine perfons ; and thofe perfons 
infpired that penned them, are pro- 
ved the fame way: And fo it fol- 
lows from the whole, that the Gof- 
pel is the Word of God; and the 
Old Teftament is confirmed by that. 
Thus Reafoz proves the Divine 
Authority of Scripture 5 and thofe 

other 
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other Arguments that ufe to be 

produced for it, from Its fiyle , 

and Its influence upon the Souls of 
i| men fromthe excellency of its de- 
Hy | fign 5 and the Providence of God in 
mii preferving it; are of the fame fort, 
though not of the fame ftrength. 
Reafon then proves the Scriptures ; 
i] and this only 5 For that they are 
| from God, is not knomn immediate- 
Hi ly by fenfe 5 and there is no diftinct 
Revelation that is certain, and infal- 
lible to affure us of it 5 and fo Rea- 
fon only remains to demonftrate this 
other Fundamental Article. 

Thefe two great Truths, The ex- 
iftence of God; and Authority of 
Scripture, are the firft in our Reli- 
gion, and they are Conclufions of 
Reafon, and Foundations of Faith. 
Thus briefly of thofe Principles of 
Religion that are Fundamentally 


fuch ; 


= 
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| fucb ,; We have feen how Reafor 
| fervesthem, by demonftrating their 
| Truth, and certainty. 


a ee = 
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I1COME now to the SE- 
COND (fort of Principles, viz. 


§ thofe that are formally fo 5 They 


are of two forts, MITE and pure : 
The mitt are thofe*that are dif- 
covered by Reafon, and declared 
by Revelation alfo 5 and fo are 
Principles both of Reafon, and 
Faith: Of thiskind are the Aitri- 
butes of God; Moral good, and e- 
vil; and the Immortality of bu- 
mane Souls. The Principles of 
pure Faith), are fuch as are known 
only by Divine Teftimony , as the 
Miraculous Couception, the Incarna- 
tion, anid the Trinity. The firft 
fort Reafon proves as well as Scrt- 
pture, chis I thew briefly in the al- 
ledged inftances. (1.) 
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(1.) That the Divine Attri- 


butes are revealed in the Holy Ora- 
cles, tis clear ; and they are de- 
duced from Reafon alfo ; For ’tis 
a general Principle of all Mankind, 
That God is a Being abfolutely per- 
fect 5 And hence Reafon concludes 
all the particular Attributes of his 
Being 5 fince Wifdom , Gooduef?, 
Power, and the reft are perfeétions, 
and imply wothing of imperfeétion, 
or defect 3 and therefore ought to 
be afcribed to the infinitely perfect 
Effence. it tek 

(2) That there is moral good, 
and ewil, is difcoverable by Rea- 
fon, as well as Scripture, For thefe 
are Reafons Maxims ; That every 
thing is made for an end; andeve- 
ry thing is directed to its end by cer- 
tain Rules : thefe Rules in Crea- 
tures of underftanding, and choice, 
are 


Ce ne 


\ 
} 


J between Reston & Religion. 173 


| 
: | 
} 


are Laws, and the tranfgreffing 
thefe, is Vice and Sin. 

(3.) The Immortality of our 
Souls is plain in Scripture, and Rea- 
fon proves it, by fhewing the Spi- 
ritwality of our natures 5 and that 
‘t doth from the zature of Senfe 5 
and our perception of fpiritual Be- 
ings, and Univerfals ; Of Loge- 
cal, Metaphyfical, and Mathematical 
Notions ; From our compounding 
Propofitions ; and drawing Conclu- 
fions from them; From the vaft- 
nefs, and quicknefs of our Imagi- 
nations ; and Liberty of our Wills, 
all which are beyond the powers 
of matter, and therefore argue a 
Being that is fpiritual, and confe- 

uently immortal, which inf erence, 
the Philofophy of Spirits proves. 
Alfo, the Moral Arguments of Rea- 
fon from the goodnefs of God, and 


his 
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his Fuffice in diftributing rewards 
and punifbments; the nature of 
virtue, and tendencies of religious 
appetites, conclude, I think, ftrong- 
ly, That there is a life after this. 
Thus infhort of the Principles, I 


called mixt, which Reafon demon- |“ 


firates. 

BUT for the others, viz. (I. ) 
Thofe of pute Revelation, Rea- 
fon cannot prove them immediate- 
ly noris it to be expected that 
it fhould: For they are utatters of 
Teftimony 5 and weare no more to 
look for immediate proof from Rea- 
fou of thofe things, than we are to 
expect, that abfiracied Reafor 
fhould demonftrate, That there is 
fuch a place as Chinas or, that 
there was fuch a manas Fulius Ce- 


far. All that it can do bere, is to 


affert, and make good the credibi- 
lity, 
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| lity, and truth of the Teftimonies 


that relate {uch matters : and that 
it doth inthe prefent cafe , proving 
the Authority of Scripture 3 and 
thereby in aremoter way, It demou- 
firates all the Myfferies of Faith, 
which the Diwine Oracles immedi- 
ately di{cover. And it isno more 
difparagement to our Reafons, that 
they cannot evince thofe Sacred 
Articles by their own unaided 
force, than it is a difgrace unto 
them, that they cannot know that 
there are fuch things, as Colours, 
without the help of our eyes 5 or 
that there are Sounds, without the 
faculty of bearing. And if Rea- 
fon muft be called blind upon this 
account, becaufe it cannot Auaow of 
it felf {uch things as Belons to 
Teftimony to difcover ; the beft 
eyes in the world may be fo ac- 
counted 
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counted alfo, becaufe they are |} fr 
not fagacious enough to fee founds; | 
and the beft Palate dull, and dead, |; 
becaufe it cannot tafte the Suns |i 
beams. : A ture 
But though I have faid, thae }¢ 
Reafon cannot of it felf, zamediate< | 
ly prove the truths of pureRevelatis |{ 
on; Yet (1.) it demonftrates the 
divine Authority of the Teftimony 
that declares them; and that way 
proves even thefe.Articles. If this 

be not enough, 

Tadd the fecond Affertion, CII.) 
That Realon defends at the 
Mytteries of Faith and Rellt- 
GiON + and for this, I muft defire 
you to take notice, that there are 
two ways, whereby any thing may 
be defended, viz. Either (1) By 
fhewing the mater how the thing 
is; or, # that cannot be done, by 


fhew- | 
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fhewing (2 ) That it oughrrto be 
i| beliebed, though the mannet of 
at be not KiowWir: For imftance, 
if any one denies all forts of Crea- 
tures were in the Ark, under pre- 
tence , that it 1s impoffible they 
fhould be contained within fucha 
{pace ; He that can fhewhow this 
might be, by a diftiné? enumerati- 
on of the kinds of Animals , wich 
due allowance for the unknown 
Species, and a computation of the: 
articular capacity of the Ar®; he 
defends the Sacred Hiftory the firft 
way: But if another denies the 
converfion of Aaron's Rod into a 
Serpent, upon the fame account, of 
the unconceivablenefs of the man- 
ner, how it was done ; this cannot 
indeed be defended the former way : 
But then it may, by reprefenting 
that the power of God is infinite 5 
| N and 
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and can eafily do what we cannot 
comprebend, how it is effected ; 
and that we ought to believe upon 
the credit of the Teftimony ( that 
being well proved to us) though 
the manner of this miraculous per- 
formance, and fuch others as it re- 
Jates, be unknown. And as it 4s in 
this /aff cafe, fo it isin all the uty fte- 
ries of Faith, and Religion 5 Rea- 
fou cannot defend them indeed the 
frft way: But then it doth the 
fecond,by thewing, that the Diwine 
Nature is infinite, and our Conce- 
plions very fballow, and finite 3 that 
‘tis therefore very anreafonable in 
us to indeavour to pry into the 
Secrets of his Being, & aQions; and 
to think chat we can meafure, and 
comprebend them : That we know 
not the Effeace, and ways of acting 
of the moft ordinary, and obvious 

: things 
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things of Nature, & therefore muft 
not expect throughly to underftand 
the deeper things of God, That God 
hath revealed thofe holy Myffertes 
unto us 5 and chat ‘tis the higheft 
reafon in the world to believe, That 
what He faith is true, though we do 
not know how thefe things are. 
Thefe are all confiderations of 
Reafon, and by the propofal of 
them, it fufficiently defends all the 
Myfteries, that can be proved to 
be contained in the Sacred Vo- 
lume 3 and fhewsthat they oughe 
to be received by us, though they 
cannot be comprehended. Thus it 
any one fhould ask me, How the 
Divine Nature is united to the lin- 
mane ° and declare himfelf un- 
willing to believethe Article ull 
he could be fatistied bow; My 
anfwer would be in fhort, That I 

N 2 Cane 
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cannot tell; and yet I believe it is 
fo; and he ought to believe the 
fame, upon the credit of the Teffi- 
mony, though we are both igzorant 
of the manner. And I would fug- 
geft, that we believe innumerable 
things upon the evidence of our 
fenfes, whole nature, and properties 
we do notknow. How the parts 
of matter cobere ; and how the foul 


is united to the body; are queftions 


we cannot anfwer ; and yet that 
{uch things are, we do not doubt : 
And why, faith Reafon, fhould we 


not believe Gods rewelation of 


things we cannot comprebend 3 as 


well as we do our fenfes about 
matters as little underftood by us ? 
‘Tis no doubt reafonable that we 
foould, and by proving itis fo, Rea- 
fon defends all the Propofitions of 
Faith, and Religion. And when 
| {ome 
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- fome of Thefe are {aid to be Above 


Reafon, no more is meant, than 
that Reafon cannot conceive how 
thofe things are ; and in that fenfe 
many of the affairs of zature, are 
above it too. 

Thus \ have fhewn how fervice- 
able Reafon is to Religion. Lam 
next to prove, 

(I1.) Hhat Religion befriends 
if : and here I offer fome Teftimo- 
ies from the holy Oracles to make 


that good 3 and in thew we fhall 


fee, how GOD himfelf, and 
CHRIST, and his APOSTLES, 
do owne, and-acknowledge Rea- 
on. 

I confider then that GOD, 
Ifa. 1. 18. calls the rebellious 
Ifraelices to reafow with him 5 Come 
now, and let ns reafon together, faith 
the Lord 5 and by Reafon he-con- 

N 3 vinceth 
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vinceth the peeple of the vaniry of 
Idols, VWla.44. 9. And he expoftu- 
lates with their Reafows, Ezek. 1 3. 
31. Why will ye die, ye houfe of I- 
frael 2? And Mich. 6.3. O my peo- 
ple, what have I done unto thee 2 
And wherein bave I weariéd thee 2 
Tefti te agatnft me, Heappeals un- 
to their Reafons, to judge of his 
proceedings. Va. 5. 3. And now, 
O inbabitants of Ferufalem , and 
men of Judah, judge I pray you be- 
tween me, and my vineyard 3 are 
uot my ways equal ? and are not your 
ways unequal ? In this he intimates 
the competency of their Reafons to 
Judge of the equity of his ways, and 
the zaiquity of their own. 

And OUR SAVIOUR com- 
mands the Difciples of the Phari- 
fees to give unto Cafar the things 
that are Cefars, and to God the 
: things 


| the things that are Gods 3 implying 
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the ability of their Reafons to di- 

ftinguifth between the things, that 

belonged to God, and thole, that 

appertained to Cefar. And he in 

divers places argues from the Prin- 

ciples, and Topicks of Reafon. From 
that which we call, @ majori ad mi- 
nus, from the greater to the lefs, 
Fobn 13, 14. He fhews it to be the 
duty of his Défciples to ferve their 
brethren inthe meaneft Offices, and 
to wafb one anothers fect, becaule 
he had wa/bed theirs, Verl. 14. In- 
forcing it by this coufideration of 
Reafon ; for the Servant 1s not 
greater than bis Lerd; Verf. 16. 
and ufeth the fame, Jobs 15. 20. 
to thew, that they muft expeét per- 
fecution , becaufe He, their Lord, 
was perfecuted. And Luke 12. 23. 


He endeavours to take them off 


N 4 from 
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from carking care and folicitude a- 
bout meat and raiment, by this con- 
fideration from Reafon, that the life 
is more than meat, and the body than 
raiment 5 intimating that God ha- 
ving given them the greater, there 
was no doubr, but he would be- 
fiow the /efs, which was neceflary 
for the prefervation of that. To 
thefe inftances I add fome few 
from the Topick @ minori ad ma- 
js, fromthe lefs to the greater, in 
the arguings of ourSaviour. Thus 
Mat. 7. 11. If ye being evil know 
howto give good gifts to your chil- 
dre, bow much utore fall your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven give good 
things to thofe that ask him ? The 
ground of the Confequence is this 


Principle of Reafon, That God is 


" wore benigne, and gracious thau the 


tendereft, and woft affectionate of 


our 
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our earthly Parents. So Luke 12. 
24. He argues, that God will pro- 
vide for Us, becaufe he doth for 
the Ravens , fince we are better 
than they ; How nuch more are ye 
better than the fowls 2? Which ar- 
suing fuppofeth this Principle of 
Reafon, that that wifdom , and 
goodnefs which are indulgent to 
the viler Creatures,will not negle& 
the more excellent. He proceeds 
further in the fame Argument by 
the confideration of Gods cloathing 
the Lillies, and makes the /ke infe- 
rence from it, Verf. 28. If God fo 
cloath the graf’, how much more will 
he cloath you? ~=And Mat. 12. He 
reafons that it was lawful for him 
to heal on the Sabbath day, from 
the confideration of the geveral 
mercy that is d#e even to brute 
Creatures 3 What man fhall there 

| be 
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be amonz you that fball have one 


fbeep, and if it fall into a pit onthe yy 


Sabbath day, will be not lay hold of it, 
to lift it out 2 How wmuch more then 
is aman better than a fbeep 2 Verl. 
12. Thus our Saviour uled Argu- 
ments of Reafon. 

And the APOSTLES did 
fo very frequently. S. Paul -dif-. 
proves Idolatry this way, AGs17. 
29. Forafmuch then as we are the 
Off-{pring of God, we ought not to 
think, that the Godbead is like unto 
gold, or filver, or flone graven by 
Art. And the faue Apofile proves 
the Refurrection of the Dead by the 
mention of feven grofs abfurdities 
that would follow the denial of it, 
1Cor. t. 15. viz. If the dead rife 
not, Then 1. Chrift not rifen; 
And then 2. our Preaching 4 vain, 
and we falfe Apoftles ; And if fo, 
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3. your Faith is vain; And then 
ga. youare not juftifeed, but are ix 
your fins ; And bence it will fol- 
low 5. That thofe that are depart- 
edin the fame Faith are perifbed 5 
And then 6. Faith in Chrift profits 
only in this life ; And if fo, 7. we 
ave of all men the moft miferable, 


-} Becaule we fuffer all things for thes 
| Faith ; FromVerf. 14. toverf.t9s 
| And the whole Chapter contains 
| Philofophical Reafoning cither to 
| prove, ot illuftrate the Refurreti- 


on; or to fhew the difference of 


glorified bodies, from thefe. And 


S. Peter, in his fecond Epiftle, 
Chap. 2. fhews, that fraful men 
muft expe to be punifbed , be- 
caufe God fpared not the Angels 
that fell. Unftances in this cafe, 
are endle(s; thefe may fuffice. And 
thus of the Second thing allo 

which 
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which I propofed to make good, 
viz. That Religion is friendly to 
Reafon, and that appears, in that 
God bimfelf, our Saviour, and bis 
Apoftles owne it ; and ufe Argu- 
ments from it, even in affairs of | 


Faith and Religion. 


BUT Sortiptute, the Rule of 
Faith is pretended againft it 5 and 
other Conliderations alfo : Thefe 
therefore come next to be confide- 
red; and the dealing with thofe 
pretenfions was the 

CII.) General I propofed to 
difcufs. 

AS for Arguments from Seri- 
pture againfi the ufe of Reafon, ’Tis 
alledged(1.) From 1 Cor. 1. where 
‘tis faid, That God will deftroy the 
wifdom of the wife, verf.19. And 
tbe world by wifdow knew not God, 

| verf, 
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verf. 21. And mot many wife men 


after the flefb are called, verl. 26. 


And God chofe the foolifb things of 
this world to confound the wife, verf. 
27. By which Expreflions, of wéf- 
dom and wife, ‘tis prefumed that 
Humane Reafon, and rational men, 
are meant. Butthefe Interpreters 
miftake the matter much, and as 
they are wont to do, put arbitrary 
Interpretations upon Scripture , 
without ground. For by Wéfdons 
here , there is no caufe to under- 
ftand the Reafon of men; but ra- 
ther the Traditions of the Jews ; 
the Philofophy of the difputing 
Greeks ; and the worldly Policy of 


| the Romans, who were the "A px ovTéo 


Kade, Tbe Rulers of that World. 
That the Fewi/b learning in thetc 
Law is meant , the Apoftle inti- 


mates, when he asks in a way of 
: Chal- 
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Challenge, verf. 20. Where is the \w" 
Scribe 2 And the word reeuuareds |!!! 
fignifies one that wasskill’d in their fy 
Laws, and Cuftoms. And thatthe }!0! 
Philofopby of the Greeks is to be 
underftood likewife, we have | 
ground to believe from the other }{t" 
queftion inthe fame verfe ; Where | 
is the Difputer of this World 2 
Which, though fome refer, to the 
Dottors among the Fews alfo , yet 
Thumbly think , it may more pro- 
perly be underftood of the Philo-- 
fopbers among the Grecians; For 
the Apoftle writes to Greeks , and 
their Philofophy was notorioufly con- 
tentious. And laftly, that the world- | 
ly Policies of the Romans are ine 
cluded alfo, in this Wifdom of this 
World, which the Apofile vilifies, 
there is caufe to think from the 
fexth verfe of the fecond Chapter, 


where 
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where he faith, He [pake not in the 
Wifdom of the Princes of this 
World; And ’tis well known that 
Policy was their moft valued Wif- 
dom; Tu regere Laperto---~ To go- 
vern the Nations, and promote the 
grandeur of their Evpire, was the 


great defign, and fiudy of thofe 


Princes of this World. Now all 


thefe the Apofile fets at nought, 
in the beginuing of this Epiftle 5 
Becaufe they were very oppofice 
to the fimplicity, and holinefs, felf- 


denial, and meekne{s of the Gofpel. 


But what is this to the difadvan- 
tage of Reafon, to which indeed 
thofe forts of Wifdom are as contra- 
ry, asthey are to Religion ¢ And 
by this I am enabled, 

(2.) To meet another Chjektion 
urged from 1 Cor, 2.14. But the 
natural man receiveth uot the things 


of 


ee 


a ce i er nS “ 
ahi ee 


192 The Friendly Agreement 
of the Spirit of God, for: they aré 


fooli(bnefs unto him ; ‘neither can be 
know them, becaufe they are [piri- 
tually difcerned. Hence the En- 
thnfiaft argues the Univerfal ina 
bility of Reafox in things of Reli- 
gion 5 and its Antipathy to them.: 
Whereas I can apprehend a0 more 
to be meant by the words, than 
this, viz. That fuch kind of aatu- 
ral menas thofe Scribes, and Dif- 
puters,and Politicians, having their 
minds depraved , and prepoffefs d 
with their own wildom, were 1n- 
difpofed to receive this, that was 
fo contrary unto it. And they 
could not know thofe things of 
God, becaufe they were /piritual, 
and {o would require a mind that 
was of a pure, and /piritual frame, 
z. free from that earthly Wifdone 
at “ail forts, which counts thofe 


things 
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things fool: /biefs 5 and which by 
risih is counted fo it felf. 1 Cors 

- 19. which place | 

tg .) Is ufed as another Sori 
pture again{ft Reafon. The Wif- 
dom of this World is foolifbnefs with 
God: But it can fignifie nothing 
to that purpofe, to: one, that un- 
derftands, and confiders the Apo- 
files meaning. What is meant by 
the Wifdom of this World here, t 


have declared already ; And by 


a 


the former part of my Difcourfe te 


‘f appears, that whatever is to be uns 
| derftood by ir, our Reafon cannot 3 
| fince that either prOveS,y or. Dez 
| fendDSallthe Articles of Religion. . 


(4.) And when the fame Apo: 


file elfewhere, viz. 2 Cor. 1, 12. 


§ faich, that They bad not their cons 
P verfation in flefbly wifdom 5, we. 
| cannot think he. meant humane 
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Reafon by that ; Reafon directs us 
to live in fimplicity, and godly fia- 
cerity, which he oppofeth to a life 
in flefbly wifdom. By thw there- 
fore, no doubt, he means the Kea- 
for of our Appetites, and Paffions, 
which is but fenfe and iwagination 
( for thefe blind guides are the di- 
rectors of the Wicked ) but not the 
Reafon of our winds, which is one 
of thofe lights that aluminate the 
Confciences of good men, and help 


to guide their actions. And where- 


as “tis objected, 

(5.) From Col. 2. 8. Beware left 
any {poil you through Philofophy. 1 
anfwer, there is nothing can be 
made of that neither, for the di/- 
grace of Reafon ; for the Philofo- 
phy the Apofile cautions againtt, 
is the fame which he warns Timo- 
thy of, 1 Tim. 1.4, Neither give 

_ heed 
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heed to Fables and endle{s Geunealo- 
gies that miuifter Queftions 5 cal- 
ling thefe, propbane, and vain bab- 
lings , and oppofitions of Science 
falfely fo called, 1 Tim. 6.20. By 
all which, learned Interpreters un- 
derfiand the pretended knowledge, 
of which the Guofticks boatied , 
which confifted in the fabulous pe- 
digrees of the Gods under the name 
of Zones 5 and it may be the Ge- 
nealogies of which the Fews were 
fo fond, and the difputing Philofo- 
hy among the Greeks, which was 
properly, Science falfely fo called, 
and did minifter Queftions, and 
endlefs flrife ; Ufay ’tis very pro- 
bable thefe might be comprehend- 
ed alfo : But Reafon 1s no other- 
wife concerned in all this, but as 
condemning, and reproving thele 


dangerous follies. — Bre Ain 
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THUS we fee the prerenfions 
from Sevipture againlt Reafon 
are vain. But there are Offer 
Conliderations by which it ufech 
to be impugned, as, 


(1.) OUR Reafon is corte 
pied, and therefore 7s not fit to med. 
dle in {piritual matters. 

To this fay, That Reafon, as it 
is taken for the faculty of under- 
ftanding, is very much weakened, 
and impaired ; It {ees but little, and 
that very dilly, through a glafs 
darkly, as the Apoftle faith, 1 Cor. 
13.. And it is very Izable to be 
mifled by our fenfes, and affeéti- 
ons , and intercfis, and imaginati- 
ons 5 fo that we many. times min- 
gleerrors, and falfe conceits with 
the genuine dittates of our minds, 
and appeal to thew, as the Priaci- 


ples 
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ples of Truth, and Reafon, when 


they are but the vain Images of 
our Phaufies, or the falfe Conclu- 
fions of ignorance, and miftake. If 
this be meant by the corruption of 
Reafon, 1 grant it 5 and all that 
can be inferred from it will be 5 
That we ought not to betoo bold, and 
peremptory in defining {peculative, 
and difficult matters ef pecially not 
thofe , that relate to Religion, nor 
fet our Reafouings acainft the Do- 
Grines of Faith and Revelation. 
But this is nothing to the difrepu- 
tation of Reafon in the objet, vir. 
Thole Principles of Truth which 
are written upon our Souls 5 of 
any Conclufions that. are deduced 
from them: Thefe are the fame 
that they ever were, though we 
difcern them not fo clearly as the 
Innocent ftate did: They may be 
mh * 4 23  wniftae 
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miftaken, but cannot be corrupted. 


And as our underftandmngs, by rea- 
fon oi thes weaknefs, and liablenefs 
to erfor, may take falfboods for 
fome of ihofe 5 or infer falfely 
from thofe that are truly fuch ; fo 
we know, they dothe fame by the 
Scriptures themfelves, viz. they 
very olten mif-interpret, and very 
oftert draw perverfe conclufions 
from them 5; And yet we fay not, 
That the Word of God is corrupted, 
nor 1s the ufe of Scripture decryed 
becaufe of thofe abufes. But here 
advantage will be taken to obje@ 
again, 

(2.) That fince our natural un- 
derflandings are fo weak, and fo 
lnable to mifkake, they ought not tobe 
uifec in the affairs of Religion 5 and 
‘twill frgnifie little to us that there 
ave certain Principles of eternal Rea- 
eB Me 
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fon, if we either perceive them not, 
or cannot ufe them. 

To this 1 anfwer, Thatit on this 
account we muft renounce the #fe 
of our vatural underftandings , 
Scripture will be ufelefs tous alfo ; 
For how can we know the meaning 
of the words that exprefs Gods 
mind unto us 2? How can we com- 
pare one Scripture with another ? 
How can we draw any Confequence 
from it ? How apply General Pro- 
pofitions to our own. particular 
cafes? How tell what is to be ta- 
ken in the Lerter ; what in the 
Myftery, what plainly 5 what in a 
Figure 2 What according to firiél, 
and rigorous truth ¢ What by way 
of acconimodation to Our appreben- 

fons 2 Ufay, without the exercile 
of our underftandings, ufing the 
Principles of Reafon, none of thefe 

| O 4 | can 
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can be done, and without thenz | ft 
Scripture will fignifie either 20. (Wi 
thing at all, or very Jivtle, to us. 
And what’ can Religion get this 
way ? This inference therefore is 
abfurd, and impious. All that can 
juftly be concluded from. the 
weakne/s of our under ftandings will 
be what I intimated before, that 
we ought to ufe them with uodefty, 
and caution 3; not that we fhould 
renouncethem. He isa mad-man, 
who, becaufe his eyes are dint, will] 
therefore put them out. 

But ic may be obje&ed fur- 

ther, 

(3-) That which men call Rea- 
fon is infinitely various, and that is 
reafonable.to-one, which is very ir- 
rational to. another ; Therefore Rea- 
fonis not to be beard. And, I fay, 
Interpretations of Scripture are in- 
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finitely varios, and one calls that 
Scriptural, which another calls He- 
retical ; Shall we conclude there- 
fore, That Scripture is not to be 
heard ° Reafon init {elf, is the fame 
all the World over, though mens 
apprebenfions of it are various, as 
the light of the Suz is one, though 
colours, its reflexes, are infinite, 
And where this is, it ought not to 
be denied, becaufe follies, and 
falfboods pretend relation to it ; 
or call themfelves by that zame. If 
fo, farewel Religiontoo. — : 

But ( 4.) ‘Tis Socinianifm to 
plead for Reafon in the affairs of 
Faith, and Religion. 

And I anfwer, ’Tis.grofs Phana- 
ticifia to plead againtt ic. This name 
is properly applicable to the enemies 
of Reafon ; But the other of Soci- 
nianifm is groundlefly applied to 


ala 
thofe 
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tbofe that undertake for it 5 and it 
abfurdly fuppofeth that Socinians 
are the only rational men; when 
as divers of their Do@rines, fuch 
as, The Sleep, and natural wortali- 
ty of the Soul, and utter extinétion, 
and annibilation of the wicked af- 
ter the day of Judgment, are very 
obuoxieus to Philofophy, and Rea- 
fon. — And the Socinians can never 
be confuted in their other opinions 
without ufing Keafon to maintain 
the fenfe, and iaterpretation of 
thofe Scriptures that are alledged 
apainitthem. Tis an eafre thing, 
we know, to give an #g/y name to 
any thing we diflike ; and by this 
way the moft excellent, and facred 
things have been made cotempti- 
ble, and vile. 1 with {uch hafty 
Cenfurers would confider before 
they call names; No truth 715 the 

| worfe, 


_ | between Reaton cd Reliqiow, 203° 
it | wore, becaufe rafb ignorance hatb 
" \ thrown dirt upon it. need fay no 
| more tothefle frivolows ObjeCtions. 
| Thofe that alledge Atheif, and 
h tendency to Infidelity again{t the re- 
, } yerence and ufe of Reafon, are dil- 
ff | proved by my whole Difcourfe : 
'Y | Which fhews that the exemies of 
| Reafon moft ufually ferve the ends 
of the Infidel , and the Atheift 5 
‘when as a due ufe of It, deftroys 
| the pretenfions of both. 


COME now CIV.) tothe ¥n- 
| ferences that may be raifed 
: from the whole. 


|r. Realon is cerfain, and tne 
~— faltible ; This follows from the 
| ftate I gave of the wature, and mo- 
:f tion of Reafon in the beginning. 
| Tt confifts in Firft Principles, and 


the 
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the Conclufions that are railed from 
theuz, and the obfervations of fenfe. 
Now firft Principles are certain, ot 
nothing can be fo; for every pf- 
fible Conclufion mult be drawn from 
thofe, or by their belp, and every 
Article of Faith fuppofeth them. 
And for the Propofitions that arile 
from thofe certain Principles, they 
are certain likewife 5. For nothing 
cin. follow from truth, but truth 
in the longeft feries of deduction. If 
error creep in, there is 2H confe- 
guence in the cafe. And. the fort 
of Conclufions that arife from the 
obfervations of fenfe, if the fenfe 
be rightly circumftantiated, and the 
duference rightly made, are certaixz 
alfo. For if our fenfes in all thet 
due civcunftances deceive us, All is 
a delufion, and we are fure of no- 
thing : Bue we know that firft 


Prin- 
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Principles are certain, and that our 
| fenfes do not deceive us, becaufe 
| God, that beftowed them upon us, 
istrue, and good. And we are as 
much affured that whatever we 
duely conclude from ether of thesa, 
is a5 certain, becaufe whatever is 
drawn from any Principle, was ver- 
tually contained in it. 

(2.) Tinfer, Lat Realon is, 
ina fenfe, the Mod of God,viz. 
that, which.he bath writtea upon 
our vies and hearts 3 as Scripture 
1s thar, which 1s written in a Book. 
The for mer is the Word, whereby 
he hath {poken to all ‘Mankind; 
the latter is that , whereby he hash 
declared his Will co the Church, 
and his peculiar people. Reafon is 
that Candle of the Lord, of which 
Solonton {peaks, Prov. 20.27. That 
light, whereby Chrift bath enlight- 
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ned every one that cometh into the 
world, Johnt. 9. And, that Law 
whereby the Confciences of the Hea- 
then either accufe, or excufe one ande 
ther, Rom. 2. 15. So that Hrero- 
cles {poke well, when he faid, 
To ole Abyo meideQe 4 ©&@ TavToy oer § To 
be perf waded by God and right Rea- 
fou 1 one andthe fame thing. And | 
Luther called Philofopby, within | 
its own bounds, The Truth of | 
God. 

(3.) Lhe belief of our Wea 
fons is an erevcifeof Faith, and 
Fath (San al of Realon; The 
former partis clear, from the laft 
particular, and we believe our 
Reafors , becaufe we have them 
from God, who cannot miftake, and 
will not deceive. So that relying 
on them, in things clearly perceived, 
1s truft in Gods veracity, and good- 


nels, 


! 
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ne(8,and that is an exercife of Faith: 
Thus Luke 12. Thenot belief of 
Reafon , that fuggefts from Gods 
cloathing the Lillies, that He will 
provide tor ws, is made by our Sa- 
viour, adefeci of Faith, verf. 2 

O ye of little Faith! And for the 
other part, that Faich is an a of 
Reafox, thac is evident alfo: For, 
‘Tis the bigheft Reafoz to believe in 
God revealing. 

(4.) J20 DO2itciple of Reafon 
contravits any ivticlesof Faith. 
This follows upon the whole. 
Faith befriends Reafon 5 and Rea- 
Jon ferves Religion, and therefore 
They cannot .clath. They are both 
certain, both the truths of God; and 
ove truth doth not zaterfere with 
another, Ts inn mdvra cwide td vadpyarre, 
faith Ariftotle, Truth agrees with all 
things that are. Whatfoever con- 


traditks 
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sradiths Faith, is oppofire to Rea 
for; for ‘tis a fundamental Prin- 
ciple of that, That God is to be be 
lieved. Indeed fometimes there 
isa feeming contradiction berween 
them ; Bac then, cicher fomething 
ss taken for Faith, that is but 
Phanfe ; or fomething for Rea- 
fon, that ts but Sopbiftry ; or the 
fuppofed contradiction is an error , 
and mtifiake. 


(5) hen any thing is pre- 
ended from Beaton, againtt a 
ny Artic of Faith , We oughe 


to 


be 
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| be defended, not by declaiming a- 
| gainft Reafon in fucha cafe (which 
| ftrengthens the enemy, and, to the 
¢ | great prejudice of Religion, allows 


| Reafon on his fide ) But we muft 


i | endeavour to defend ir, either by 


difcovering the fal/bood of the 


- | Principles he ufeth in the name of 
it | Reafon ; or the. ill confequence, 


| which he calls, proof. 
6.) Wihen any thing 1s of: 
: |) fered us for an Article of Faith 


v | that {eens to contradic iReaton, 


Wwe ought to fee that there be 


1 | geod caute to believe that this is 
| Dibinelp revealed, and in He 
1 fenfe propounded. If it be, we 


- may be affured from the former 


. | Aphorifms, that the contradittion is 
| butan appearance ; and it may be 


in | difcovered to be fo. But if the 


| contradistion be real, This can be 
| no 
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no Article of Revelation , or the | pl 
Revelation hath not thisfenfe. For | i\ 
God cannot be the Author of Con- Hy the 
tradictions ; and we have {een that | 
Reafon, as well as Faith, is bis. V | ee 
mean , the Principles of Natural | 
Truth, as well as thofe of Revelati- Gu 
ON. “To leSnrayd Sragovd 76 dayote, faith } fal 
Ariftotle, Truth is throughout con- 
trary to falfbood 3 and what is true 
in Divinity, cannot be falfe in | be; 
Keafon. “Tis faid indeed in the | \y 
Talviud, If two Rabbins differ in 
ContradiCtories, yet both have their 
Opinions from Mofes, and from | ex: 
God. But we are not obliged to ‘} jj, 
fucha non-fenfical kind of Faith > 
And ought ‘not to receive any 
thing a2 an Article in a fenfe, that $ 
palpably contradiGs Reafon , no 
more than we may receive any ina 
fenfe that contradicts other Scri- 
ptures. 
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th ptures. Faith, and Reafon accord 


as Well as the O/d Teffament, and 


‘} the New 5 andthe Analogy of Rea- 


fon is to be heeded alfo, becaufe 


© even that is Divine and Sacred. 


(7+) Chere is nothing chat 


) God hath revealed, to oblige out 


he Faith, but he hath oven us reae 


") fon to beliebe that he bath re- 


| bealed tf For though the thing ~ 


it} be never fo clearly told me, If I 


) have not reafoz to think, chat God 


i) is the Revealer of what is fo decla- 
) red, I am not bound co believe; 


| except there be evidence in the 
| thing it felf. For ’tis not Faith, 


0) bac vain credulity to believe every 


) thing that pretends tobe from God. 
| So that we ought toask our felves 
| a Reafonx, why we believe the Scri- 
| pture to be the Revelation of Gods 


me | Will, and ought not to affent to 


P 2 any 
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any fenfe put upon it, till wehave © 
ground to think, that that fenfe is — 
his mind? Vfay, we muft have | 
ground, either from our particular © 


Reafons , or the Authority of the | 


Church; otherwife our Faith is). 
vain credulity, and not Fait) in | 


God. 


(8.) Aman may hold an eve | 5” 
yONeoUs opinion from a miftas | 


kent fente of Scripture, and denp 
What isthe truth of the propo 
fon, and What is the right 
ineaning of the Lert; and pe 
Not etre in Faith, For Faith is 
belief of God revealing : And if 
God have not fo revealed this, or 
that, as to give us certain proud 
to believe this to be his fenfe , he 
hath not fufficiently revealed it to 
oblige our Faith. Sothat, though | 
I deny fach, or fuch a fenfe, while 
g I 
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I beliewe , it is not from God ; his 
veracity,and Authority is not con- 
cerned, fince I am ready however 
to give a chearful aflent to what- 
ever is clearly, and fufficiently re- 
vealed. This Propofition follows 
from the former, and muft be un- 
derftood only of thofe Doérines 
that are difficult, and obfcurely de- 
livered : And that many things 
are fo delivered in Scripture, 1s 
certain ; For fome are only biated, 
and fpoken occafionally ; fome fi- 
guratively, and by way of Parable, 
and Allegory; fome according to 
mens conceptions 3 and {ome in 
ambiguous, and /Enigmatical Phra- 
fes; which obfcurittes may occa- 
fion miftake in thofe, whoare very 
ready to believe whatever God 
faith ; and whenthey do, I fhould 
be loth to fay that fuch erre to 
Pi Faiths 
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Faith ; Though thofe that wreft 
plain Texts to a compliance with 
their interefts , and their lufts , 
Though their affections may bring 
their judgments to vote withthem 3 
yet theirs is error in Faith witha 
witnefs ; and capable of no bene- 
fit from this Propofttion. 

(9.) Jn fearching atter the 


fine of Scripture We ought to | « 


confuit the yrnciples of Rea- 
fon, aS We Do other Seriptiures, | 
For we have fhewn, That Reafon is || 
another part of Gods Word: . And 
though the Scripture be /ufficient 
to Its end, yet Reafon muft be pre- 
fuppofed unto It ; for without thx, 
Scripture cannot be ufed, nor 
compared, nor applied, nor under- — 


00a. 
(10.) Che eflentiais of Re- 
ligion ave fo plainiy —— 
7 es — that 


ier ee 4 
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- thatnoman canimifs them, that 
| Hath not a mighty corrupt bias 
OP in His Will and affections 00 in- 
| fatuate- and blind 1s under- 
up ftanding., Thofe Effentials are 
| contained in the Decalogue and | 
ie the Creed: Many fpeculative re- gE 
|. moter Dotrines may be tree, but . 
| not Fundamental. Fortis not a-: 
i) | greeable to the goodnef?, or juftice 


4: of God, that mens eterzal interefts 
8, fhould depend upon things that 
sil) are difficult to be underftood, and 
ol eafily miftaken. Wehey did ; No 
mt) man could be fecure, but that, do 
ite | what he could, he fhould perif> 
if | everlaftingly for not believing 5 or 
ot beliewing ami(s {ome of thofe diffi- 
” | cult points, that are {uppofed me- 
| ceffary to falvation 5 and all thofe ) 
| thae are ignorant, and of weak un- a 
}, | derftanding, muft perifh without | 


P 4 help, 


. 
: 
{ 
é 
i 8 
4 
@ 


sy ee Sa 


- A MN em ie te Sete “ie 4 - 


216 The Friendly Agreement 


help, or they muft be faved by 
implicit Faith in unknown Funda- 
mentals. : 

THESE are fome Propofitions 
that follow from my Difcourfe, 
and from one another. The better 
they are confidered, the more their 
force will be perceived 3 and I 
think they may ferve for many very 
confiderable purpofes of Religion, 
Charity, and the peace of mankind. 


bok now give me leave to 
{peak a word to You, my 
Brethren of the CLERGY, 
(Thofe, ¥ mean of the Younger fore, 
for I fhall not prefume to teach my 
Elders.) You have heard, no 
doubt, frequent, and earueft decla- 
mations againft Reafon, during 
the years of your Education , and 
Youth, we know, receives impref- 

frons 


> — 


frons caftly 5 And I fhall not won- 
der if you have been poffefled with 
very bard theughts of this pretend- 
ed terrible enemy of Faith , and 
Religion : But did you ever conft- 
der deeply fince, what ends of Re- 
ligion, or Sobriety, {uch vebement 
defamations of our faculties could 
ferve ? And what Ends of a Party 
they did ¢ J hope thefe chings you 
have pondered, as you ought, and 
difcern the confequent mifchiefs : 
But yet I fhall beg leave torefrefb 
your thoughts with fome Contidez 
vations of the Dangerous tett- 
DeNCteS and zffues of fuch Preach- 
ments. | 
(1.) To difclaim Reafon, as an 
Eneiny to Religion, tends to the in- 
troduction of Atheifm, Infidelity, 
aud Scepticifin 5 and hath already 
brought in a flood of thefe, upon us. 
| For 
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For what advantage can the Atheiff, 
and Infidel expect greater, than 
this, That Reafox is againft Réligi- 
on © What do they pretend ? What 
_can they propofe more ° If fo, there 
“will be 20 proving, That there-is 
a God; or, That the Scripture is 
his Word; and then we believe 
gratis 5 and our Faith hangs upon 
humour, and imagination ; and that 
Religion that depends upon a warm 
Phanfie, an nigrounded belief ,, 
ftands but, tila difeafe, or a new 
conceit alter the Scene of iwagina- 
tion’; and then down falls the 
Caftle whofe foundation was in the 
Air. ‘Twas the charge of Fulian 
the Apoftate againft the Primitive 
Chriftians 5 isi ap 73 wiscuaoy Tis UusTe- 
ens Oh cogtass That their wifdom was to 
believe 3: as1f they had noground 
for their Faith. And thofe that 


renounce, 
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renounce, and decry Reafon, jufti- 
fre Fulian in his charge.. Thus 
Religion will have no bottow, but 
the Phanfre of every one that pro- 
feffeth 1 IC 5 and how UVATLOUS and 
inconftaut a thing Imagination is, 
every man knows. Thefe are the 
Confequences of the defamations 
of Reafon, on the pretended ac- 
count of Religion ; and we have 
feen, in multitudes of deplorable 
Inftances, That they follow in pra- 
Clice, as well as reafoning. Men 
of corrupt inclinations, (ufpeé that 
there is No Reafon for our Faith, 
and Religion, and fo are upon che 
borders of quitting it; And_ th 

Enthuftaft, that pretends to kn Ow 
Religzon beft, tellsthem, that thele 
Sufpicions are very tree 3 and 
thence the Debauchee glad\y makes 
the defperate Conclufion. And 


when 
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when others allo hear Reafon difpa- 


raged as #Ncertain, various, and 
fallaciows, they deny all credit to 
their Faculties, and become cox- 
founded Scepticks, that fettle in 
nothing. This I take to have been 
one of the greateft, and moft dead- 
ly occafion of the Atheifm-of our 
days ; and he that hath reje@ed 
Reafon, may be one when be plea- 
fetb, and cannot reprehend, or 
reduce any ove, that is fo alrea- 
dy. 
sii) The Denial of Reafon in 
Religion hath been the principal En- 
gine, that Hereticks, and Exthufiafts 
have ufed againft the Faith; and 
that which lays ws open to infinite 
follies, and impoftures. - Thus the 
Arrians quatrelled with sousia,be- 
caufe it was deduced by confe- 
quence, but not exprelfed in Scri- 
pture. 


—~- cH ors = 
— cr + 


—e fom 
See a 


=~, <> 


a | 
=e 


——~ os 


~~ > oy Ss 


It 


between Healon c Religion. 231 
pture. The Apollinarifts would 
by no means allow of Reafon; And 
St. Auftin faith of the Donatifts, 
that they did calumniate, and decry 
It,to raife prejudice againft the Ca= 
tholick Faith ; and elfewhere, Do- 
lores veftri Hominem dialeCticune 
fugiendum potins , > cavendunt, 
quam refellendum cenfuerunt. The 
Ubiquitarians defend their Errors, 
by denying the judgment of Rea- 
fon; and the Macedonians would 


not have the Deity of the Holy 


Ghoft proved by Confequence. The 
later Enthufiafts in Germany, and 
other places, fet up /oud, and wee 
hement out-crys again{t Reafoa 5 
and the Luzaticks among us, (that 
agree in nothing elfe) do yet {weet- 
ly accord in oppoling this Carzal 
Reafon 3 and thw indeed is their 
common Intereft. The é#poftures 
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of mens Phanfies muft not be feer 
in too much light ; and we cannot 
dream, withour eyes open. Reafon 
would difcover the nakednef? of 
Sacred Whimftes ; and the vanity 
of myfterions non-fenfe ;This would 
difparage the darlings of the brain, 
and coo] the pleafaut heats of kind- 
led Imagination + And therefore 
Reafon mult be decryed, becaufe 
an exemy to madnef; and Phanfte 
{et up, under the Notion of Faith, 
and Infpiration. Hence men had 
got the trick, to call every thing 
that was Confequent, and Reafona- 
ble , Vain Philofopby 5 and every 
thing that was Sober, Carnal Rea- 
foning. Religion is fet fo far above 
Reafon, that at length ic is put be- 
yond Sobriety, and Senfe ; and 
then ‘twas fit to be believed, when 
‘twas impo|fible to be proved, ot 

under- 
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underftood. The way to bea Chri- 
fiianis firft to bea Brute: and tobe 
a true Believer, in this Divinity, is 
to be fit for Bedlam. Men have 
been taught to put ont their eyes, 
that they might [ee 3 and to hood- 
wink themfelves, that they might 
avoid the Precipices. Thus have 
all extravagancies been brought in- 
to Religion beyond the Imagina- 
tions of a Fever, and the Conceits 
of Midnight : Whatever is phan- 
cied, is certain; and whatever is 
webement, is Sacred ; every thing 
muft be believed, that is dream’d ; 
and every thing that is abfurd, is a 
Myftery. And by this way, men 
in our dayshave been prepared to 
{wallow every thing, bue what is 
fober : whatever is wild, will be 
fuck’d in, \ikethe Air ; but what 
is reafonable, will be fled like infe- 
ion. 
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Elion. So that if aman wouild'té- 
commend any thing, for his life, 
to thofe exemies of Reafon, it muft 
be fome’ odd’ xon-fenfe ;~ in” the 
cloacthing of Imagination 5 and he 
that can be the’ Author of a new 
kind of wadnefs, thall lead a Party. 
Thus hath Religion; by” the dif> 
paragement of Reafon, been made 
ainedley of Phantaftick trathy fpr 
ritualized into‘an beap of vapours, 
aiid formed intoa Caftle of Clouds; 
and éxpofed to every wind of bi- 
mour, and Iuagination. 
€3.)° By the fame way great ‘ad- 
Vantage is giver tothe Chirch of. 
Rome": Which'thofe of that Pro- 
feffion’ know very well ; and 
thereforé > Perronins ,° Gonterius , 
Arnoldus, Veronins; auf other Je- 
fuits, have loudly declaimed againft 
Reafon 5 and the ne mentioned, 
Vero- 
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Veronius ; prefented the World 
with a Method to overthtow Here-~ 
ticks, (meaning thofe of the Pro- 
teftant Faith) which promifed more 
than ordinary ; And that was, to 
deny, and renounce all Principles 
of Reafon in affairs of Faith abfo- 
lutely, and roundly; and not to 
vouchfafe an Anfwer to any Argu- 
ment again{t Tranfubftantiation, Or 
any other Article of their new 
Faith 5 but point-blank to deny 
whatever Reafon faith, in fuch mat- 
ters. And he affirms that even 
thele Principles of Reafon, viz. 
Non entis non funt Attributa + at 
omne quod eft, quando eft, neceffe 
eft effe ; and {uch like which are 
the foundations of all reafoning,are 
dangerous to the Catholick Faith ; 
& therefore not tobheeded. This 
man {peaks ont, and affirms dire&f- 

Q. ly, : 
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b, arid boldly, what the other ene- 
mies of Reafon imply 5 bur will 
nor owe. This ts a Method to de- 
troy Heretichs iti earneft ; but the 
mifchiefis, all Cbrifiians , and all 
otber Religions , ‘and all otber-reae 
forings are cut off ‘by the fame 
Sword. “This Book and Method 
of Veronivs was kindly received 
by the Pope, ‘priviledged ‘by the 
King of Spain,’ approved by Car- 
dinals, Archbifbops, Bifhops , and 
all the Gallick Clergy, as folid, and 
or the advantage of Soxls 5. and 
the Sorkone Doctors gave ie their 
approbation, and recommended it 
asthe only way to confute Here- 
ticks. ~Did thefe Ktioiy what they 
rec ommended a” And did they, 
think we, saderftand the Intere hg + 
the Rowan Church? IF fo, 
kindly. ferye theit ends , and” pie 
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mote cheir De ‘figns in) the way 
which they account beft, while we 
v¥ilie ,, and dilparage Reafon.? It. 
this be renounced)in matters, of 
Religion, with what face can we 
uleiragainitthe Doe rine of Tran- 
ubjkgatiation, orany other Points 
of the Rowan: Creed °. Would at 
not us biamelefs, and itreproveable 
fomus to ctve up out uhderftand. 
ings s ap lic ‘at ly to. the Diciares, and. 
Declarations of shar Church 2 May 
we not fojlew bligdly whatever 
the Jitallible Man-at-Rome. aad his 
Councils, {ay ? And would. it pot 
be vain. felf-contrad:Gion toile 
Arguments againft their, Decrees, 
though they, are never fo unreafon- 
able ° Or to alledge Confequences 
from Scripture againh any of their 
Articles, though never fo contrary 
to the Holy Oracles 2° How eafily 

, OQ: 2 - may 
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iT) fein ue dp 
againit’ them 5 You ‘argue fiém 
‘Reafda, and bY Confeqnences'} “Bur 
Reafonis dull , and carnal, and ah 
enenty to the thitigs of ‘the ‘Spi, 
and ‘not ‘to “be heatd ia the’ bisb 
matters ‘Of Religion 2 And Whac 
can' We fayonext, if Wwe confent fo 
the Accufation? I fay,by this way, 
‘we’ perfectly “difable or vrofly 
‘contradict our felves th moft! of 
our’ Dilputes apaihft’ che Rif 
‘nifis* And’ wearé very difin ve - 
mions ir our dealings, while we tife 
Reafon apaintt sbém, and deny Fr, 
Whe "tis ‘urped aoaintt lit (elves 
By ahotber {ore OF Adve faties 
which implies, ‘thar When wefay, 
Reafon'is aor robe edt d we ihean, 
“Tiscrot 46 Be “Aeard againft us ; 
‘Bute He HAE Abarat the ClANCB 6F 
‘Rome; Ok any others We Cali appagn 
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by ts, Thus, J fays our. denying 
Redfon i in Religion 1s, either very 
Pumourfonr, and partial ; 9 OF, "tis 
a, direct yielding up eur felyes.to 
our, enemies , andidoing that. our 
felves,, which ig the only, thing: 
They defi re, toundo_us, and to pro- 


mote their own i#terefts upon our 
Runes. 


, And thus, ny Brethren, { have 


; Vemmetented fome of themifchiefs, 


that.arife, from the difparagement 
‘of Reafo o#; and they,are great.oues, 
and bg of manyothers, and fuch, 
as are) ‘deftructive to.all. Govern- 
ment, andoall. the Interefts of the 
fober. part) of mankind: AudI hope 
I need not; intreat Tox norto.con- 


? tribute tothe promoting, and con- 

‘tinuance of fo falfe and dazgerens 

8 conceit..:. Fhe aflertion of ,thés 

dS, x CeH | F ‘anatici {7.5 3,and.all that 
Q 3 


wé 
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we cal [0 gnoms pon it.) Here 
the enemies!.of|,our,Church..and 
Goverumept.begas 4 upon Bice they 
infi ifted ftill.,.and filled their, Books, 
and, Pulpits,and private scorners 
ith thefe Cantings.... Fhis.was the 
Engine; to. overthrow. jall fober 
Principles, and, Eflablifhments.;, 
with, [his the, people were gafae 
inated, and credit, was.reconciled 
to, Gibberifb, and, Folly ;,.Fnthun. 
fra MSs, and. van a dotpulfes. Bhis 
isthe food, of, Coxventicles, to, this 
day 3,the root of thegraatter and 
the burdew of, their ,Preachyrents, 
Let,Reafon, be heard,and tye them 
to feufe, and most of theimtolders 
forth-have no,more,to day, Their 
fj sie a for which they.aread- 
mured,is befides Regfor, and jagainft 
It, rather'than above at, And while 
ibis Principle of ithe. enmity, be- 
tween 


: } 
ee 


between Realonr Oo Religion, 237 
tween Re2/on,and Religion ftands, 
the® people’ will think? Them the 
more Spiritial Preachers; becaiife 
theyare'the lefs'reafonable\s “And 
while’ they “are abufed by fucha 
belief, “ewill be tmpuffible for! fober 
men to have'any fuccefs in their 
etidéavours to convince them: 
““'Thefe things’ I doube ‘not’ bue 
you “difcern’ sand’ know 3; and 
therefore [’add no'more, for I am 
feénfible to whom I {peak. 

But, there are another fort, and 
thofe Confirinifts too, who are 
made Divines by the Notes they 
formerly took from thofe'Canters 
avaintt Reafou ; 'To fuch,Pihould 
not tell what’ to fay} They will 
whineon; atid vend their Farzon 5 
to perfwade'them to {peak better 
fenfe; isto defire them to hold'thert 
peace which“of “alP things’ they 

IW Q,4 bate 


(R215 be Friend) Apyet: 

bate, moft. s{But J hope’ he ‘are 
grone (of Fhofe heresandw) sould 
lswith che: Governhent:wouldtake 
fpecial: ddreiofl theryiwherethey 
eaves. For they: are the nioftvdange- 
vous) enemies they Ghurch of Eng- 
dandbath 5) They)\keep.caliveothe 
Principles ae Phanfresyand-Fattion, 
awhichothet wife woutldigo\outcof 

thenifelves.» Bat\I letschenripafs, 

and conchide witha fhoret i 
to the People. 

s FoHA ViEmimvthe! forifding 
Difeosirf fhewny i with.ciall Orlie 
plainne/s s,ands perf picnity,\thatal 
could; thesfuinagreement berwee¢h 
Reafith sand: Religion, x2andythe 
apifcbiefs, that larie fc the \opi- 
inion ¢hatalets) thems -atieddls:\ olf 
what, diibadvefaidibe notviclar ito 
your minds! /tisshecaufe'l: conti 
not bee itvadd Ul Sa bye x anéwnot 
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herrocen Beaton Ieligions 093 
gupableofsbeing made alike: platz 
itosall Capacities > Thavé all along 
defigneddiftindinfpeaking:, cand 
\have-(ias'much:as Ticould) avoided 
mixturé\ofi Languages, and! Terms 
-of Art thaefo) you might appre« 


chend that,ain which I takecyoust 


cbetintichiconcemeéd 'p though: 


ichtefly intended:the \Difcourfe:for 


anyiReveread Bretbren.the Clergie, 
swhovi.doubt notiapprehendit ‘ful- 


nnikiphed Ehaveiimore’ tolfay to 
MO Usis,‘That yowwouldibewdte 
lof sthofeBeachers: that:rail\againkt 
Reafons Poreither'they:know:nos 


| Whabithey: fay:y\ochavesa defign to 


atyfeyouiolnftead of hearkening 


ito fuch) endeavour to be mformed 


of the Reafon ofbyour Faith, cand 
Hope: Forwe-arefallenintorimes, 
joowhich. 'youwill \have frequene 
“ptr occas 
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934 The Friendly Agreement, &c. 


occafion to ufe.it: And that Faith 
which is reafozable will not make 
you afbamed and that Hope which 
is well grounded will not difappoint 
you 3 But the end of {uch an Hope; 


will be the fatéfattion,.of Our den. 


fires, in the day of your expectati- 
ons; And the end of fuch-a Faith, 
the Salvation of your Souls in NS 
day of the Lord Fefus. Fo whom, 
with God the Father, and God the 
Holy Ghoft, be afcribed all Glory, 
and Adoration henceforth, and for 
ever. 


ADVERT IS E MENT. 


Thought once to have annex'd 2 

brief Anfwer to Mr. Stubbe’s 
fate ridiculous Pamphlet, call’ 
Campanella revit’ D ; Bar Ihave 
coujidered,. That part of. my jornecr 
Difconrfe is.4 Confutation of the moft 
plaufible pretences of that idle Pa- 
pers and every Reader, for whofe 
good thoughts any one. need.be coite 
cerj d, % able to an} wer the other 
hiitle vain things which thofe Confr- 
derations of mine will not reach: ¥ 
therefore thought | might fave VY 
felf the trouble of particular Pct 
Ciions 3 aad indeed I forbore oxin 
pally for this reafon, Because i: 
“mot proper to have to do % 
Stubbe in 4 Difoanafe; Ww 
any relation to Religion. 
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ited Efate!” on10} 
Aga 26. lin. 5 for received read lived? f: 2%, ip 

\ for being: roBeings; p30. 24 2for this'ricthus, 

4S #3 9.\for difquiet it r.difquiet,p.: ‘apots La. h toteas mes 
i chojidor, melancholico. Io stn 


° the theets towards the ond of the Fisk Dif: 
Se and thofe of the fecond, I did not {és 
ell they.were pyblifht,and therefore, mmf leave 
tide Exrgia:to the Readers connections rome 
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Books Printed for Fames Collins. 


A Prefatory Anfwer to Mr. Henry Stubbe. 
the Doctor of Warwick; wherein the 
Malignity of his Temper, the Hypocrifie of his 
Pretences, the Falfhood of his Reports, and 
the Impextinency of his Arguings, and Quota- 
tions, in his Animadverfions on Plus Ultra, are 
difcovered,...By Fofs Glaivill, Oftavoe,.. 0 
_@bfervationson Military,and: Political AfB 
fates? Written bythe moft Honourable George 
Duke of Albemarle, Fol? 08 ore 6 Conon 

Praxis Medicine, or the univerfal Practice of 
Phylick's Written’by the. faitiotis Door Brael?, 
DulitoP' * Habel What ar 
oy Phe 'Chriftian “mans Victory over Death: “Al 
Sermon af ‘thé Fitheral of the ‘tof Hondtirable! 
George Duke of Albemarle. By Seth Lord Bis 
fhop of Sarum. Preached and publifhed by the 
Kings {pecial Command, Quarto. 

A private Conference made publick, between 
a rich Alderman and a poor Country Vicar 5 
wherein is difcourfed the Obligation of Oaths 
which-have-been-impofed-on- the Subje@s- of 
England, with other matters relating to the pres 
fent fate of Affairs, Offavo. 
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